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Receipts  and  Expenditures 


— OF  THE — 


TOWN  OF  READING, 


For  the  Year  Ending  March  1,  1880. 

Together  with  the  Report  of  the  ; 

i 

j 

TOWN  CLERK,  TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR,  SELECT-! 
MEN,  ASSESSORS,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR,  SCHOOL  i 
COMMITTEE,  ROAD  COMMISSIONERS,  ENGINEERS 
OF  THE  FIRE  DEPA  RTMEN'l',  TRUSTEES  OF 
THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  I RUSTRES  OF  THE 
CEMETERY  AND  AUDITORS. 


READING : 

News  and  Chronicle  Job  Print, 
1880. 


'■t.  '■  *H'  • 


Eeceipts  and  Expenditures 


— OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  READING, 


For  the  Year  Ending  March  1,  1880. 


Tog'ether  with  the  lieport  of  the 


TOWN  CLERK,  TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR,  SELECT- 
MEN, ASSESSORS,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR,  SCHOOI, 
COMMITTEE,  ROAD  COMMISSIONERS,  ENGINEERS 
OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  1'RUSTEES  OF 
THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  'rRUSTEES  OF  THE 
CEMETERY  AND  AUDITORS. 


READING: 

News  and  Chronicle  Job  Print, 
1880, 


Town  Officers,  1879-80. 


Town  Clert. 

WILLIAM  J.  WIGHTMAN. 

Selectnieii,  Assessors  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

J.  B.  LEATHE,  JOSEPH  L.  PRATT, 

JAMES  REID,  WILLIAM  J.  HOLDEN. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Leathe  resigned,  an  account  of  ill  health,  June  9th,  and 
Mr.  William  J.  Holden  was  elected  June  i6th  to  fill  the  vacancies 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Leathe, 

Treasnrer  and  Collector. 

JAMES  A.  BANCROFT. 

School  Committee. 


HORACE  G.  WADLIN,  Chairman Term  expires,  1882 

CHARLES  F.  BROWN,  Secretary “ 1881 

HENRY  G.  KITTREDGE “ 1882 

WILLIAM  J.  WIGHTMAN “ 1881 

W.  WALLACE  DAVIS “ 1880 

STILLMAN  E.  PARKER “ 1880 

Road  Commissioners. 

James  a.  Bancroft,  chairman Term  expires;  1881 

CHARLES  A.  WESTON « 1882 

HENRY  S.  LaCLAIR “ 1880 
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Engineers  of  the  Fire  Denarliient, 

CHARLES  H.  LANG,  Chief. 

GEORGE  H.  PARKER,  EDWARD  C.  NICHOLS, 

DANIEL  CREESY,  JAMES  DEWHURST. 


HtTBBARD  E.  COX, 


HUBBARD  E.  COX, 
JOHN  A.  BLUNT, 
EDWIN  BASSETT, 
DUDLEY  F.  HUNT, 


WILLIAM  L.  CROWE. 


Police  Dicers. 

WILLIAM  L.  CROWE, 
JOHN  NORWOOD,  . 
DAVID  CROWELL, 
GEORGE  H.  PARKER. 


Sealer  or  Weiglits  anfl  Measures. 

DANIEL  .B.  LOVEJOY. 


Trustees  ol  PnOlic  Library. 


EDWARD  APPLETON,  Chairman ...Term  expires,  i88r 

HIRAM  BARRUS “ 1882 

WALTER  S.  PARKER ‘‘  1882 

FRANCIS  O.  DEWEY 1881 

STEPHEN  FOSTER “ 1880 

HORACE  G.  WADLIN ‘‘  1880 


Trustees  of  tie  ceietery. 


SOLON  BANCROFT .Term  expires,  1882 

WILLIAM  J.  WIGHTMAN “ 1882 

FRANCIS  O.  DEWEY “ 1881 

GILMAN  C.  GLEASON “ 1881 

THOMAS  B.  PRATT “ 1880 

WILLIAM  S.  RICHARDSON “ 1880 


Auditors. 

JOHN  C.  GLEASON,  JOHN  H.  BANCROFT, 

FRANCIS  BARTLEY. 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  READING  IN  1878.  (Omitted  hist  year.) 
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Richard  B and  Josephine  A — Cc 
Walter  S and  Isabella  M— Badg 
Henry  B and  Clara  A— Paine. 
Horace  W and  Ellen  J — Faxon. 
John  and  Mary  Ann^Powers. 
John  F and  Phebe  A — Hetler. 
Charles  and  Mary  A— Kidder. 
George  E and  Ida  M— Lovejoy. 
Stephen  P and  Georgiana — Wei 
William  B and  Mary  E— Ward. 
Horace  A and  Mary  A — Wentw 
Lambertus  W and  Sophia  F— V 
Moses  and  Julia  R— Hinckley.  • 
Frederick  H and  Alice  M— Gibs 
Charles  S and  Nancy  E— Parker 
George  H and  Susannah  B— Ski 
Milo  L and  Martha  E— Weston. 

Wilmoc  K and  Sarah  P — Flint. 
William  H and  Annie  E— Douce 

Leonard  T and  Emily 
Thomas  S and  Aobie  - 
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Bertha  Melvina  Eames. 
IGeorge  Henry  Martin  Todd. 
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Names. 

Arthur  Ellsworth  Nichols. 
Florence  Buxton  Parker. 
Walter  Keith  Badger. 
Nelson  Rawson  Foss. 
Emma  Carley. 

Beatrice  Edna  Cook. 

Henry  Ward  Wakefield. 
Bertha  May  Manning. 
Henry  Howard  Kinsley. 
William  Brewster  Ely. 
Blanche  Putney  Washburn. 
Nellie  Louisa  Krook. 
Roland  Goodwin. 

James  Scott  Parker. 

Grace  Morong  Gerritson. 
Georgiana  Daland. 

Walter  F^ugene  Allen. 
Carrie  Louise  Houseman. 
Frank  Wilmot  Pratt. 

Sadie  Ann  Smith. 
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Marriages  Registered  in  the  Town  of  Reading  in  1879 


By  Whom  Married, 

Rev.  William  H.  Wilcox. 

“ C.  J.  Herman  Fiock, 
[Boston. 

“ William  H.  Wilcox. 

“ W.G.  Sperry,  Peabody 

“ L.J.  White. 

“ L.J.  White. 

“ James  K.  Ewer. 

“ L.  J.  White. 

“ James  K.  Ewer. 

“ J.  F.  Mears. 

“ John  N.  Short,  .Stone- 
[ham . 

“ William  Barrows. 

“ Henry  B.  M.  Hughes, 
[Boston. 

“ Irad  Taggart,  Brook- 
[line,  N.H 

Names  of  Parents. 

: ; • • .J  .fi  J • • • • • c • • c • • c 

George  & Eliza  Brooks 

Joshua  & Clark 

Henry  C.  & MaryJ.  Poock.. 
Charles  L.  & Mary  A.  Haag. 
George  L.  & Lydia  W.  Emor 
Geo.  W.  & Eliza  A.  Farnswor 
Henry  & Mehitable  P.  Sperry 

John  & Eliza  Stevens 

John  & Mary  Austin  

Nathan  & Elizabeth  R.  Bancro 

John  & Harriet  Poole 

Ira  P.  & Harriet  Hadley.... 
Simeon  & Olive  Towne 

Fred.  S.  & Martha  E.  Wortht 

Theron  & Anna  Parker 

James  & Mary  Crowe 

George  W.  MaryS.  Goodw 
Mathew  & Sarah  Hanley. . . 
Charles  & Emily  A,  Messer. 
Charles  H.  & Mary  A.  Moult( 
Charles  H.  & Mary  A.  Moultt 

Amos  & Mary  Mclntire 

Anthony  & Mary  L.  Garcia.. 
Manuel  & Rose  Oliveira. . . . 
James  W.  & Sarah  J.  Cook  . 
Benjamin  & Eliza  Kendall. . . 

Occupation  of 
Groom. 

Merchant 

Agent 

Salesman 

Butcher 

Machinist 

Organ  Maker. . . . 

Farmer 

Florist 

Book-keeper  .... 

Salesman 

Salesman 

Teamster 

Pin  Setter 

Band  Sawyer.... 

Residence. 

Brookline ' 

Reading - 

Boston 

Reading 

Melrose 

Reading 

Reading 

Reading 

Reading 

Manchester, 
Reading  [N.  H. 
Reading 

Reading 

Reading 

Reading 

Reading 

Reading 

Brookline,  N.H 

Age. 

O r-'O  c<-)r^O  O Onn  i^vO  O -too  O fO  fOvO  vo  o n 

Name  of  Groom  and 
Bride. 

George  K.  Brooks 

Lizzie  F.  B.  Clark 

Frederick  0.  Poock. . . . 

Lizzie  M.  Haag 

Henry  F.  Emory 

Georgiana  Farnsworth. 

Frederick  D.  Sperry 

Anna  A.  Stevens 

Henry  K.  Austin 

Maria  J.  Bancroft 

Staley  D.  Poole 

Alice  I.  Hadley 

Levi  Towne 

Margaret  A.  Power 

Charles  F.  Worthen . . . . 

Evelyn  Austin 

Frank  Parker  

Hannah  0.  Crowe 

Walter  C.  Goodwin.... 

Jennie  Hanley 

Loring  W.  Messer 

Ella  A.  Moulton  

William  E.  Moulton .... 
Imogene  A.  Mclntire. . . 

Anthony  Garcia 

Mary  G.  Oliveira 

Orange  H.  Cook 

Etta  Kendall 

Date. 

Jan.  I 

“ 8 

Feb.  12 

“ 27 

April  15 
June  4 

“ 17 

“ 25 

Aug.  13 
Sept.  17 

“ 24 

“ 30 

“ 3o 
Oct.  2 

Marriages- -Continued. 
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21;  Foreign:  Males,  3 ; Females, 


Deaths  Registered  in  Reading  for  the  Year  1879. 
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Reading. 

Deer  Isle,  Me. 
Yarmouth,  N. 
Reading. 
Stoneham. 
Haverhill. 

Wilmington. 

Boston. 

Reading. 

Boscowen,  N. 

Tewksbury. 

Wilmington. 

VVeld,  Me. 

C.  H.  & Helen  R. 

,Tohn  & . 

Dominick  & Julia. 
Warren  & Liteinda. 
Edward  & Mary. 
Henry  Cook. 

Nathaniel  & Lydia. 
Charles  &.  Ann  E. 
Herbert  & Katherine. 
Moses  & Susanna. 
William  & Sylvia. 
Freegrace  & Anna. 
Eliab  & Abigail. 
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Wallace  J.  Mclntire. 
Emily  H.  Pemberton. 
Raymond  Doucette. 
Nancy  M.  Brown. 
Charlotte  Vinton. 
Fannie  Cook. 

Elizabeth  H.  Weston. 
Lydia  B.  Weston. 
Edward  Copeland. 

Elliott. 

Lucy  Jane  Allen. 
William  W.  Maynai*d. 
Levi  Reynolds. 

Eliab  C.  Jones. 

<M(MTj10Jr-COCOi-lTi(QO 


a 


WM.  J,  WIGHTMAN,  Town  Clerk. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures. 


ALMSHOUSE.  Dr. 

To  groceries $264  62 

flour  and  bread 205  08 

grain  and  meal.... 159  93 

provisions 312  74 

bedding  and  clothing 71  23 

furniture  and  crockery 43  50 

produce,  (standing  grass) 20  00 

wood  and  coal 161  99 

wheelwright  and  blacksmith  bills ^3  49 

hired  labor 78  45 

medical  attendance  and  medicines 34  90 

fish 42  II 

repairs 14  20 

farming  tool^ 4 53 

sundries 55  85 

salary  of  keeper .• 400  00 

$1882  62 

ALMSHOUSE.  Cr. 

By  labor  on  highways $138  23 

labor  of  removing  snow 13  00 

labor  on  ice 2 00 

lighting  street  lamps 67  00 


Amount  carried forward. $22023 

(10) 
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Amount  brought  forward $220  23 

wood  sold 193  81 

Catharine  O’Keefe’s  pension 96  00 

Catharine  O’Keefe’s  state  aid 48  00 

lodging  and  food  for  1265  tramps  at  30  cents  379  50 

supplies,  and  moving,  White  family 8 50 

tarring  trees  on  Common 2 50 

stock  and  produce  sold 62  52 

boarding  Henry  Nowell 8 50 

collection  of  bills  of  previous  years 30  08 

cash  drawn  from  treasury \ 832  98 


$1882  62 


To  amount  drawn  from  treasury. $832  98 

amount  of  old  bills  collected 3°  08 

$863  06 

By  amount  due  for  labor  on  highways $56  17 

amount  due  for  board i7t;  00 

$231  17 

Net  expense  of  poor  in  house $631  89 


INVENTORY  OF  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  AT  ALMSHOUSE 


Furniture,  crockery,  tinware,  etc $283  29 

Beds  and  bedding 301  13 

Stoves  and  furniture 128  00 

Provisions 210  39 

Farming  tools 208  45 

One  horse 150  00 

One  cow 40  00 

Fowls 12  00 

Light  wagon 30  00 

Farm  wagon 60  00 

Stone  wagon 20  00 

Two  carts 100  00 

Horse  sled 18  00 

Sleigh 12  00 

Mowing  machine 25  00 

Hay  and  straw 89  00 


Amount  carried forward^ 


$1687  26 
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Amount  brought  forward $1687  ^6 

Wood  and  coal 62  50 

Grain  and  meal 6 00 

Manure 75  oo 

Arcl.es  for  building  cisterns 10  00 

Posts  and  lumber 3 00 

Hills  due  for  labor,  produce,  etc 343  40 

$2187  16 


INMATES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Joanna  Wall,  admitted  Sept.  3,  1879,  years. 

Clarissa  Bryant,  80 

Hannah  Welch,  left  Nov.  12,  1879,  69 

Catharine  O’Keefe,  73 

Caroline  E.  Wiley,  73 

Mary  Brown,  79 

Harry  Hunton,  69 

Jonathan  Pratt,  70 

Daniel  Spokesfield,  61 

Alpheus  Austin,  60 

James  Hunter,  36 


EXPENSE  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 


Lucy  Freeman,  supplies $23  52 

Mary  A.  Blanchard,  supplies $12  50 

“ “ fuel ; S3  93 

“ “ medical  attendance ^5^7 

132  10 

Sarah  L.  Penney,  supplies $62  29 

“ “ medical  attendance 8 50 

^ 70  79 

William  H.  Manning,  supplies 7^  43 

Abigail  P.  Beers,  support  at  Lunatic  Hospital.  . 172  31 

Benjamin  Weston,  “ “ 206  53 

Charles  W.  Kelley  “ “ 83  35 

Alma  J.  Day,  “ “ 150  35 

George  C.  Stevens  “ “ $8  17 

“ “ expense  of  committal....  21  60 

29  77 

Amount  carried  forward^ $947  ^5 
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Amount  brought  forward, $947  15 

Cleaveland  B.  Holt,  supplies 19  IS 

Louisa  R.  Parker,  “ 7^  50 

Dorothy  Peirce,  rent $48  00 

“ fuel 22  88 

Funeral  expenses  of  William  Peirce 16  00 


$86  88 

Cr.  by  cash  towards  funeral  expenses 3 00 


Walter  G.  Perkins,  supplies 

Kate  Donnegan,  “ $53  55 

“ medical  attendance 7^^  50 

“ medicines 28  36 

“ funeral  expenses 22  50 

John  H.  Daland,  supplies $37  00 

“ “ fuel 16  07 


Bridget  Donnegan,  supplies $81  00 

“ fuel 23  63 

“ medical  attendance 8 00 


Hannah  J.  Nichols,  fuel $30  93 

“ rent 37  80 

“ medical  attendance 8 00 


Luella  R.  Lloyd,  rent $55  00 

“ fuel 7 00 

medical  attendance 14  25 


Daniel  L.  Barnard,  supplies $8  24 

“ fuel 6 50 

“ medicines 2 70 


Jaques  Gowing,  support  of  Mary  Gowing  at  Lu- 
natic Hospital 

George  H.  Daland,  supplies 


83  88 
2 36 


175  91 


53  07 


1 12  63 


76  73 


76  25 


17  44 

200  27 
II  00 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$1912  94 
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Amount  b>'oitght  fonvard 

John  A.  Messer,  town  of  Winchester  for  supplies 


Patrick  Conolly,  medicines 

Eliza  M.  Ba’ocroft,  supplies $36  6^ 

“ fiiel 3 94 


Miranda  Ellenwood,  rent •. $24  00 

“ fuel II  00 


Samuel  H.  White,  supplies $27  30 

“ fuel 2 75 

“ medical  attendance ^9  75 


Sarah  E.  Haitshorne,  supplies $16  72 

“ fuel 14  25 

“ medical  attendance 36  25 

“ medicines 4 75 


James  E.  White,  city  of  Boston  for  supplies. . . . $19  67 

“ for  burial  Horace  White 5 00 


Mrs.  Emil  Koss,  city  of  Boston  for  supplies. 
Frank  Jenkins,  city  of  Lynn  for  support.  . 

Newton  J.  Robinson,  fuel 

Orville  N,  Wilder,  medical  attendance 

Traveller,  R.  R.  ticket  to  Boston 


$1912  94 

25  38 

2 34 


40  58 


35  00 


49  8 b 


71  97 


24  67 
I 55 

18  00 
7 00 
J3  75 
35 


^2203  33 

RECEIPTS  FOR  SUPPORT  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  HOUSE. 


From  town  of  Malden  for  supplies  for  Sarah  L. 

Penney ^75  95 

Woburn  for  supplies  for  Henry 

Berry  and  family 168  50 

Woburn  for  supplies  for  Alfred  M. 

Richardson 6 28 

State  for  support  of  paupers 25  13 

$275  86 

DUE  FOR  SUPPORT  OF  POOR  OUT  OF  HOUSE. 

From  town  of  Malden  for  supplies  for  Sarah  L. 

Penney $70  79 


Amount  carried  forward $70  79 
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Amount  brought  forward $70  79 

From  city  of  Boston  for  supplies  for  Luella  R. 

Lloyd 76  25 

town  of  Athol  for  supplies  for  Miranda  and 

Julia  E.  Ellenwood 69  56 

state  for  pauper 49  80 

city  of  Springfield  for  supplies  for  O.  N. 

Wilder 13  75 

$ 280  15 

Net  expense  of  poor  out  of  house 1927  47 

Net  expense  of  poor  in  the  house 631  89 


Whole  expense  in  and  out  of  house $2559  36 

Food  and  lodging  1265  tramps  at  30  cents 379  50 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  William  F.  Durgin,  for  services  on  school 
committee  from  April  ist,  1878,  to  April 

5th,  1879 $35  00 

Charles  F.  Brown,  for  services  as  member 
and  secretary  of  school  committee  for 

year  1878-9 60  00 

J.  B.  Leathe  in  full  for  services  as  Select- 
man, Assessor,  Overseer  of  Poor,  etc.  . . 40  00 

Joseph  L.  Pratt,  for  services  as  Selectman, 

Assessor,  Overseer  of  Poor,  etc.,  to  Mar. 

ist,  1880 210  00 

Frederick  Bancroft  in  full  for  services  as 

Collector  of  tax  of  1877 8 00 

John  Norwood,  services  as  night  Police- 
man   84  00 

James  Reid,  for  services  as  Selectman,  As- 
sessor,  Oveiseer  of  Poor,  etc.,  to  March 

ist,  1880 275  00 

Hubbard  E.  Cox,  for  services  as  Constable  22  00 

William  J.  Holden,  for  services  as  Select- 
man, Assessor,  Overseer  of  the  Poor, 
etc.,  to  March  ist,  1880 192  87 


Amount  carried forward $926  87 
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Amount  brought  forward 

Paid  W.  Wallace  Davis,  for  services  on  School 
Committee  in  full  to  April  ist,  1880.  . . . 
William  J.  Wightman,  for  services  as  Town 

Clerk  to- March  ist,  1880 

WillianaJ.  Wightman,  for  services  as  School 

Committee  to  March  ist,  1880 

William  J.  Wightman,.  for  recording  births, 

deaths  and  marriages 

William  J.  Wightman,  for  making  other 

official  records 

Edward  F.  Paiker,  for  services  as  Auditor 

for  year  1879. ....  

Stillman  E.  Parker,  for  services  as  Auditor 

for  year  1879 

William  M.  Titus,  for  services  as  Auditor 

for  year  1879 

H.  G.  Wadi  in,  for  services  as  School  Com- 
mittee from  March  isr,  1879,  to  March 

ist,  1880... 

H.  G.  Wadlin,  for>^taking  census  of  school 

children 

Henry  G.  Kittredge  for  services  as  School 

Committee  for  year  1879-80. 

John  A.  Blunt  for  services  as  police  officer, 
Henry  S.  LaClair,  for  services  as  Road 
Commissioner  for  year  ending  March  i, 

1880 

James  A.  Bancroft,  for  services  as  Road 
Commissioner  for  year  ending  March  i, 

1880 

Charles  A.  Weston,  for  services  as  Road 
Commissioner  for  year  ending  March  i, 

1880 

William  L.  Crowe,  for  services  as  Consta- 
ble and  police  officer  to  March  1,  1880.  . 
James  A.  Bancroft,  for  services  as  Treasu- 
rer and  Collector  for  year  ending  March 
I,  1880 


$926  87 
50  oa 
25  oa 
40  00 
40  QO 
\2  00> 
3 ocr 
3 oo* 
3 00 

60  00 

10  00 

50  oa 
5 5^ 

SO  oo 

50  00 

SO  00 
23  50 

325  00 


1726  87 
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TOWN  OFFICE. 

Paid  Lewis  E.  Gleason  for  postage  stamps $3  oo 

Charles  K.  Darling  for  staiioiuMy .3  5° 

Pulsifer,  Jordan  & Co.,  for  stationery 87 

Packard  & Burrill,  feather  duster 2 20 

William  Proctor  for  rent  of  office  to  Jan.  £, 

1880 150  00 

J.  B.  Leathe,  furniture  for  office 4 50 

Fred  W.  Barry,  stationery i 92 

Benjamin  Rutherford,  cleaning  office 2 25 

Wendell  Bancroft,  coal 3 50 

George  Beaseley,  wood 3 63 

William  J.  Holden,  blank  book 33 

William  J.  Wightrnan,  postage  stamps,  sta 

tionery,  and  dog  licenses 4 00 


$179  70 


PRINTING, 

Paid  Rand,  Avery  & Co.,  printing  and  binding 

for  Town  Clerk $10  50 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  printing  town  reports.,  , 163  00 

“ “ warrants..  6 50 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  printing  1000  permits  to 

Almshouse 3 00 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  printing  receipts  and 

notices 4 00 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  printing  dog  notices  for 

Town  Clerk i 50 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  printing  tax  bills  for 

Collector 8 00 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  printing  forty  lists  of 

voters 18  00 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  printing  and  advertising 

registration  notices 3 50 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  printing  and  advertising 

three  hundred  dollar  reward 2 50 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  advertising i 25 

C.  T.  Tolman,  for  printing  1000  billheads.  3 50 


$225  25 
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STREET  LIGHTS. 

Paid  Citizens' Gaslight  Company,  for  gas $*74  92  * 

Charles  W.  Badger,  for  naphtha 20  43 

George  W.  Beaseley,  for  lighting  from  Mar. 

1st  to  Nov.  ist,  1879 5^  50 

for  repairs 25 

George  Beaseley,  keeper  of  Almshouse,  for 
lighting  from  Nov.  ist,  1879,  to  March 

1st,  1880 67  00 

M.  E.  Nichols,  setting  glass 2 71 

Globe  Gaslight  Company,  for  cleaning  two 

burners 50 

Charles  H.  Lang,  sundries 3 10 

Thomas  Pratt,  large  tin  can 4 00 

B.  P.  Bowman,  four  copper  street  lanterns.  23  00 

■ $354  4« 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  Lucy  J.  Allen $36  00 

Dorcas  Berry 48  00 

Seth  Bessey  and  wife 84  00 

Mary  A.  Blanchard 48  00 

George  W.  Carleton 18  00 

W.  Wallace  Davis 18  00 

He*nry  Deadman  and  wife 21  00 

Martin  J.  DeRonde  and  wife 48  00 

Lydia  C.  Eaton 48  00 

Caroline  Goodwin 48  00 

Sarah  Hetler 48  00 

Larnbertus  W.  Krook 36  00 

Rebecca  Lloyd 12  00 

Edwin  Manning ^3 

Benjamin  McAllister 72  00 

Sarah  Nichols 48  00 

Catharine  O’Keefe 48  00 

Margaret  Pinkham 48  00 

Christian  E.  Rahr 13  50 

William  B.  Reed 9 00 


Amount  carried forward. $765  00 
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Amount  brought  font^ard $765  oo 

Charlolie  Richardson 48  00 

Harriet  C.  Robinson 4^  00 

Henry  F.  Scruton 7^  00 

Eliza  Stevens 48  00 

Harriet  Young 4^  00 

Marcella  Woods 28  00 

$1057  00 

MILITARY  AID. 

Paid  Eliab  C.  Jones $90  00 

George  E.  Leathe 21  00 

$iii  00 

ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Paid  James  A.  Bancroft^  on  list  of  1877 $193  19 

1878,. 8984 

“ “ 1879 18  26 

$301  29 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  Peter  B.  Teed,  oiling  tree  protectors  on 

Common  $i  00 

Peter  B.  Teed,  oiling  and  packing  tree  pro- 
tectors  3 55 

Lyceum  Hall  Association  for  use  of  hall  for 

town  meetings  in  1879 45  00 

Charles  K.  Darling,  blank  book  for  Treas- 
urer  4 50 

'rhomas  Groom  & Co.,  one  book  for  Tax 

Collector i 50 

• Henry  Howard,  damages  from  defect  in 

highway 20  00 

Solon  Bancroft,  Esq., services  and  expenses 
in  case  of  Frank  E.  Brown  vs.  town  of 

Reading 31  65 

James  H.  Wentworth,  for  new'  pump  head 

and  repairs  on  pumps 12  75 

Nathan  Bancroft,  for  care  and  repairs  of 

town  flag  for  years  1878-9 13  50 


Amount  carried forward. 


?i33  45 
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Amount  brought  forivard $^33  45 

James  A.  Bancroft,  Treasurer,  for  insurance 
of  school  houses  and  furniture  in  high 

school 150  oa 

George  W.  Dean,  for  ringing  bell  for  town 

meetings 2 00 

Wendell  Bancroft,  for  repairing  platform  at 

pumps  on  Common  2 53 

Jonathan  Frost,  for  rent  of  land  for  Engine 

No.  3 4 00 

Cummings’  Express,  for  carting 2 05 

William  M.  Phillips,  for  repairing  music 

stand  on  Common  in  1876 3 

Gilman  C.  Gleason,  for  returning  44  deaths 

to  Town  Clerk ii  00 

Gilman  C.  Gleason,  repairing  hearse 2 00 

Gilman  C.  Gleason,  services  at  burial  of 

James  Baker  in  1878 5 00 

James  A.  Bancroft,  for  cash  paid  to  finish 

wall  on  Curtis  street 8 81 

James  Reid,  for  services  on  Committees.  . 5 00 

Joseph  L.  Pratt,  for  railroad  tickets 3*5 

George  Beasely,  for  tarring  trees  on  Com- 
mon  2 50 

Francis  V.  B.  Kern,  for  abstract  of  mort- 
gages   ^ 19  44 

^354  4 

SCHOOLS. 

Appropriation $7500  00 

State  School  fund 797  05 

$1^97  05 

Amount  drawn 7662  37 

Amount  unexpended $34  68 

INCIDENTAL  SCHOOL  EXPENSES. 

Appropriation $700  00 

Amount  expended 693  88 


Amount  unexpended, 


6 22 
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REPAIR  OF  HIGHWAYS. 

Appropriation $2500  00 

Amount  drawn 2500  00 


CLEARING  SNOW. 

Appropriation $300  00 

Amount  drawn 94  57 

Amount  unexpended 205  43 

WIDENING  WILLOW  STREET. 

Appropriation $200  00 

Amount  drawn 200  00 

SIDEWALK,  MAIN  STREET. 

Appropriation $300  00 

Amount  drawn 272  37 

Amount  unexpended 27  63 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Apprgpriation $300  00 

Dog  Tax 178  41 

$478  41 

Amount  drawn 478  41 

CEMETERY. 

Appropriation ^250  00 

Amount  drawn 200  00 


Amount  unexpended 50  00 

SOLDIERS’  GRAVES. 

Appropriation $100  00 

Amount  drawn  100  00 

OLD  SOUTH  CLOCK. 

Appropriation $50  00 

Amount  drawn 50  00 

WATERING  PLACE,  WEST  STREET. 

Appropriation $25  00 

Amount  drawn 21  40 

Amount  unexpended 3 60 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Appropriation $1700  00 

Amount  drawn 1668  03 


Amount  unexpended 

RECEIPTS. 


Received  for  schools appropriation 

$7500  00 

school  incidentals. . . 

do 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ordinary  charges. . . . 

do 

3000  00 

Fire  Department .... 

do 

1700  00 

interest  on  town  debt 

do 

3200  00 

repairs  on  highways. 

do 

2500  00 

widening  Willow  S^. 

do 

200  00 

sidewalk  Main  street. 

do 

300  00 

removing  snow 

do 

300  00 

Public  Library 

do 

300  00 

cemetery 

do 

250  00 

soldiers’  graves 

do 

100  00 

Old  South  clock 

do 

50  00 

overlayings 

do 

$686  04 

State  tax 

do 

650  00 

('ounty  tax 

do 

939  07 

additional  taxes  as- 

sessed   

^0 

7 H 

Amount  of  tax  list 

Received  fiom  State,  corporation  tax $574  44 

State,  national  bank  tax 278  51 

State,  school  fund 197  05 

State,  State  aid 1338  75 

State,  for  relief  of  indigent  sol- 
diers and  sailors 940  65 

State,  for  support  of  Stale  pau- 
pers  25  13 


Amount  carried  forward. 


3^  97 


$20,100  00 


2282  25 
$22,382  25 


?3354  S3 
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Amount  brought  forward 5^3354  53 

Received  from  County  Tieasurer,  clog  licenses.  178  41 
County  Treasurer,  discount  on 

county  tax 9 39 

town  of  Malden,  for  support  of 

Sarah  L.  Penney 75  95 

town  of  Woburn,  for  support  of 

Kenry  Berry i68  50 

town  of  Woburn,  for  support  of 

Alfred  M.  Richardson 6 28 

for  interest  on  deposits 58  76 

interest  on  taxes 357  51 

auctioneers’  licenses 4 00 

taxes  after  abatement 5 18 

gas  consumed  at  High  School 3 00 

school  books 60 

from  School  Committee  for  gravel. .. . 13  48 

estates  held  for  taxes 679  48 

hospital  for  insane  at  Danvers.  . 6 50 

$4921  57 

Due  from  State  for  State  aid  for  the  year  1879. $1131 

State  for  military  aid  for  the  year  1879  45  00 

State  for  State  paupers 49  80 

city  of  Boston,  for  support  of  Luella 

R.  Lloyd  and  family 76  25 

city  of  Springfield,  for  support  of  Or- 
ville N.  Wilder 13  75 

town  of  Malden,  for  support  of  Sarah 

L.  Penney..^.... 70  79 

town  of  Athol,  for  support  of  Miranda 

and  Julia  E.  Ellenwood 69  56 

$1456  15 

Amount  of  tax  list $22,382  25 

Receipts  from  State,  town,  etc 4921  57 

Due  from  State,  towns,  etc 1456  15 

$28,759  97 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  schools $7662  37 

school  incidentals 693  88 

Fire  Department ■ 1668  03 

cemetery 200  00 

printing 225  25 

Public  Library 478  41 

soldiers^  graves 100  00 

Old  South  clock 50  00 

watering  place,  West  street 21  40 

repairs  of  highways 2500  00 

removing  snow 94  57 

sidewalk,  Main  street 272  37 

widening  Willow  street 200  00 

abatement  of  taxes 301  29 

town  office.. 179  70 

streetlights 354  4» 

town  officers 1726  87 

miscellaneous 354  43 

poor  in  Almshouse 832  98 

poor  out  of  Almshouse 2206  33 

tramps,  1265  at  30  cents  each 379  50 

military  aid 1 1 1 00 

State  aid 1057  00 

State  tax 650  00 

county  tax 939  07 

interest  on  town  debt 3087  75 

town  debt 600  00 

taxes  and  expenses  on  estates  held  for 

taxes 612  89 

127.559  50 

Total  receipts 28,759  97 

Total  expenditures. . . 27,559  50 


Receipts  more  than  expenditures. . $1200  47 
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VALUATION  FOR  1879. 

Real  estate $2,802,884  00 

Personal  estate 294,177  00 


Total  valuation 12,377,061  00 

Amount  of  taxes  assessed 22,382  25 

Rate  of  taxation  per  $1000 8 80 


Number  of  polls 805 

Number  of  dwelling  houses 682 


The  financial  standing  of  the  town  is  fully  set  forth  in  the  reports 
of  the  several  departments,  and  the  unusually  able  and  thorough 
showing  of  your  auditing  committee.  There  w'ill  be  a demand  for 
somewhat  larger  appropriations  for  the  coming  year,  made  necessary 
in  part  by  the  fact  that  they  have  for  the  last  foui  or  five  years  been 
making  but  few  improvements,  hardly  keeping  the  buildings,  high- 
ways, etc.,  up  to  the  standard  of  good  condition  and  repair,  and 
partly  from  the  somewhat  pressing  demand  for  additional  street 
lights  and  cisterns. 

THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  condition  of  the  Almshouse  j 
increase  of  the  number  of  inmates,  inconvenience  of  the  plan  of  the 
building  for  its  present  use,  and  long-needed  repairs,  make  it  quite 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done,  not  only  for  convenience  in 
the  care,  but  also  for  the  safety  of  the  lives  of  the  inmates. 

There  is  but  one  flight  of  stairs  leading  to  the  second  story,  which 
fact  alone  shows  what  disadvantage  and  extra  labor  attends  the  care 
of  bedridden  inmates,  and  also  the  inadequate  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire. 

Each  person  should  have  a separate  bed,  and  when  convenient,  a 
separate  room,  while  the  fact  is,  there  are  now'  in  most  rooms  two 
beds,  and  in  some  three,  each  occupied  by  tw'o  persons.  What  the 
Overseers  would  recommend  is,  that  the  one-story  ell  be  removed, 
and  one  of  tw'o  stories  added,  thus  furnishing  more  rooms  and  mak- 
ing the  present  accommodations  more  available.  The  house  also 
needs  painting,  and  the  west  part  of  the  roof  of  the  main  house  needs 
shingling. 
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TOWN  RECORDS. 

The  records  of  the  town  are  invaluable  ; recent  occurrences  of  the 
loss  of  town  records  in  other  places  has  brought  this  subject  promi- 
nently before  us,  and  we  think  that  the  protection  from  fire  of  the 
records  and  other  property  of  the  town  in  the  town  office,  is  a subject 
which  should  receive  immediate  and  serious  consideration. 

CISTERNS. 

Precaution  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  are  always  wise.  In 
some  localities  the  supply  of  water  is  ample,  while  in  others  it  is  defi- 
cient. We  are  therefore  in  sympathy  with  the  requests  for  cisterns 
so  far  as  to  recommend  that  something  of  Ihis  nature  be  done  each 
year  until  all  parts  of  the  .town  are  equally  supplied. 

By  the  resignation  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  on  account  of  ill 
health,  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Mr.  J.  B.  Leathe, 
the  town  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  an  able,  careful  and  iudi- 
cious  officer,  whose  long  term  of  office  and  devotion  to  the- best  inter- 
ests of  the  town,  made  his  services  particularly  valuable.  His  asso- 
ciates on  the  Board  have  felt  the  loss  of  his  careful  and  constant 
labors,  and  feel  that  they  do  but  simple  justice  to  the  people  of  the 
town  and  themselves,  in  giving  expression  to  their  appreciation  of  his 
labors,  and  personal  respect  for  him  at  this  time. 

Joseph  L.  Pratt,  ) Selectmen 

James  Reid,  > of 

William  J.  Holden,  ) Reading. 
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school  books 

school  committee  for  gravel 

funeral  expense  of  William  Pierce 


AUDITORS’  REPORT. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1880, 


LIABILITIES. 


Town  notes  March  i,  1879 

Town  notes  March  i,  1880 57, 400  00 


Decrease  for  the  year 100  00 

$57,400  00 

Interest  accrued  on  town  notes 957  25 

Due  Fire  Department  (estimated) 1,100  00 

Miscellaneous  debts..  60  00 


$2,iT7  25 


H9,S^7  25 

AVAILABLE  ASSETS. 


Unpaid  taxes $8,930  28 

Due  from  State  (aid  account)  March  i,  1880.  1,286  00 

Due  from  Sate  (relief  of  indigent  soldiers). . . 125  59 

(military  aid) 55  50 

town  of  Malden 7°  79 

city  of  Boston 76  25 

town  of  Athol 69  56 

State  (support  of  paupers) 49  80 

Claim  on  estate  of  Eben  Beard 165  23 

Cash  in  treasury 7,165  74 


>'7.994  74 


Net  debt  March  i,  1880 


(28) 


>4', $22  S' 


SCHEDULE  OF  TOWN  PROPERTY. 


Town  farm $4,000  00 

Personal  property  at  town  farm 1,843  7^ 


$5»843  76 

Cemetery  land  and  lots 2,300  00 

Hearse 100  00 

House 75  00 

2,475  00 

Eagle  engine  and  hose  carriage 500  00 

House 500  00 

Hancock  engine  and  hose  carriage 450  00 

House 1500  00 

Washington  engine 100  00 

House 25  00 

Union  engine 25  00 

Hook  and  ladder,  carriage,  etc 350  00 

Furniture  and  hose 1500  00 

$4950  o« 

Property  in  town  office 400  00 

School  house  and  furniture 30,000  00 

Public  Library 2200  00 

Piano  and  apparatus  in  High  school 500  00 

33,100  00 

$46,368  76 


We  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Selectmen  and  Treasurer  for 
the  year  ending  March  1st,  1880,  and  find  the  same  correct  and  sat- 
isfactorily vouched. 

J.  C.  GLEASON,  ) . 
FRANCIS  BARTLEY, ) -^“ditors. 


Reading,  March  26,  1880. 


Annual  Report 


In  making  their  annual  report,  your  Road  Commissioners  would 
say,  that  owing  to  the  extra  work  of  laying  flagg  and  curb  stones, 
they  have  been  obliged  to  use  tl\e  whole  amount  of  the  appropriation, 
and  there  are  yet  two  bills  due  against  the  department;  also  owing  to 
the  unusually  open  winter,  the  roads  are  worn  much  more  than  in 
seasons  whe.n  the  ground  has  been  covered  with  snow  ; therefore  we 
would  recommend  the  sum  of  tliree  thousand  dollars  for  ordinary  re- 
pairs, and  three  hundred  for  clearing  snow. 

The  receipts  and  expenses  have  been  as  follows,  viz.: 

ORDINARY  REPAIRS. 

Paid  George  Beaseley,  keeper,  for  labor  of  self 


and  team $112  73 

Emerson  Smith,  for  labor 71  25 

Timothy  Riordan,  for  labor.  98  10 

Henry  S.  ^,aClair,  for  labor 132  12 

Henry  S.  LaClair,  for  material 36 

Henry  S.  LaClair,  for  team  85  79 

Orin  N.  Jones,  for  labor 76  65 

William  LaClair,  for  labor 73  57 

B.  Foley,  for  labor 60 

Wm.  T.  Temple,  for  labor 3 00 

A.  F.  Emerson,  for  labor  of  self  and  team.  35  90 

A.  F.  Emerson,  for  rails 4 00 

Newton  Syinonds,  labor  of  self  and  team..  15  00 

Milo  Parker,  for  labo^ 2 38 


Amount  carried  forward. 

(30) 
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^ 1 
o I 

Aviount  brought  forward 55 

VVm.  G.  Nichols,  for  labor  of  self,  and  team  2 19 

Wm.  G.  Nichols,  for  gravel 35 

Charles  Wakefield,  for  gravel 2 40 

Charles  Wakefield,  labor  of  self  and  team.  2 50 

Waldo  Brothers,  for  drain  pipe 3* 

Joseph  Breck  & Sons,  for  tools i 28 

Whittemore  Brothers,  for  tools 19*^ 

Noble  Bunker,  for  labor 25  65 

H.  W.  Batchelder,  for  labor 24  60 

William  Holmes,  for  labor 3^ 

A.  G.  Carter,  for  labor  of  self  and  team.  . . 39  00 

Wm.  L.  Jones,  for  labor  of  self  and  team..  47  7° 

Benj.  F.  Pratt,  for  labor 33  ^5 

A.  G.  Emerson,  for  labor 3 

Darius  Buck,  for  posts 7 °° 

George  Ballard,  for  labor 20  25 

Wendell  Bancroft,  for  labor  and  lumber.  . . i 75 

Henry  Gorus,  for  labor 20  25 

J.  S.  Bond,  for  gravel i 3^ 

Chas.  H.  Ballard,  for  labor i 42 

Ames  Govving,  for  labor : . 31  42 

Albert  Nichols,  for  gravel * ^10  70 

W.  W.  Davis,  for  gravel* ^5  45 

Geo.  H.  Parker,  for  gravel • 13  5° 

Dana  Parker,  for  gravel 29  46 

^ J.  D.  Jones,^for  labor ! 3 60 

J.  D.  Jones,  fc'  posts 5 7® 

John  Mellen,  for  labor 98  25 

Chas.  A.  Weston,  for  labor 142  25 

Chas.  A.  Weston,  for  labor  of  team 136  30 

O.  A.  Swain,  for  labor 77  40 

A.  S.  Perkins,  for  gravel 3 00 

Bradley  Bancroft,  for  labor 33  60 

James  Sullivan,  for  labor 16  50 

Jeremiah  Shannon,  for  labor 29  70 

Charles  Green,  labor  of  self  and  team. ...  1$  45 

Alexander  Nelson,  for  labor 56  10 

R.  A.  Harmon,  for  labor  of  self  and  team.  100  50 


Amount  carried  forward^ °9 
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Amount  brought  forward J *,835  09 

Thomas  Pears,  for  gravel 4 48 

William  Ramsdell,  for  labor 50 

Daniel  Sullivan,  for  labor 62  40 

Mathew  Hanley,  for  gravel 10  15 

Joseph  B.  Hopkins,  for  labor 9 15 

J.  M.  Eames,  for  labor  and  drills 8 75 

M.  M.  Cummings,  for  gravel 5 80 

J.  W.  Bruce,  for  gravel 2 48 

William  Proctor,  for  gravel 4 60 

A.  J.  Varney,  labor  of  self,  man  and  team.  40  35 
Michael  Forbes,  for  labor  of  self,  man  and 

team 34  07 

Michael  Forbes,  for  drills 25 

Patrick  Barrett,  for  labor 42  30 

Oscar  Foote,  for  gravel i 32 

T.  F.  Gould,  for  labor 9 34 

R.  D.  Wilkins,  for  labor  and  stone 63  80 

Joseph  Stokes,  for  labor 3 00 

J.  B.  Nichols,  for  labor  of  man  and  team..  18  00 

A.  B.  Day,  for  labor 4 50 

R.  C.  Totten,  for  labor 6 39 

D.  C.  Sanborn,  for  labor 3 00 

Daniel  Nichols,  for  labor 10  95 

J.  H.  Verity,  for  labor 10  50 

B.  & M.  Railraad,  for  freight i 16 

Augustus  Fultz,  for  labor. '. 7 50 

R.  B.  Nichols,  labor  of  self,  man  and  team  38  85 

E.  P.  Nichols,  for  labor 15  05 

Geo.  R.  Turner,  for  gravel 2 08 

Chas.  H.  Moulton,  for  stone 2 00 

Asa  Parker,  for  labor  of  self  and  team  ...  28  00 

Asa  Parker,  for  gravel 9 92 

M.  E.  Bancroft,  for  gravel 35 

J.  A.  Bancroft,  for  labor 5 70 

John  Fluke,  for  labor ii  25 

William  Frost,  for  labor 11  63 

Daniel  B.  Lovejoy,  for  labor 3 00 

Jaques  Gowing,  for  labor 14  00 


Amount  carried  forward^ $2,34 1 66 
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Amount  brought  forward $2,341  66 

Benj.  Peterson,  for  flagstone 97  68 

Benj.  Peterson,  for  edgestone 18  41 

John  Doucette,  for  labor  of  self  and  man.  . 36  97 

Parker  & Stone,  for  nails 67 

Cummings’  Express,  for  labor 2 65 

John  A.  Blunt,  for  labor 6 71 


Credit  by  cash  of  G.  C.  Gleason,  for  loam $3  5° 

Levi  Abbott,  for  loam i 25 


Appropriation 

There  is  due  George  Beaseley,  keeper,  for  labor  ^56  17 
There  is  due  town  of  North  Reading,  for  repairs 


of  bridge 12  25 


$68  42 

WIDENING  WILLOW  S FREET. 

Paid  John  Doucette,  for  labor  of  self  and  men..  $64  25 

Chas.  H.  Moulton,  labor  of  men  and  team.  33  00 

Geo.  R.  Turner,  for  gravel 3 90 

Chas.  A.  Weston,  labor  of  self  and  team.  . 22  35 

John  Mellen,  for  labor 12  75 

O.  A.  Swain,  for  labor 12  75 

George  Beaseley,  labor  of  self  and  team.  ..  25  50 

Timothy  Riordan,  for  labor 12  75 

Patrick  Barrett,  ior  labor 12  75 


Appropriation 

MAIN  STREET  SIDEWALK. 

Paid  Chas.  H.  Moulton $225  00 

Daniel  Sullivan,  for  labor 3 15 

Patrick  Barrett,  for  labor 3 00 

Joseph  Stokes,  for  labor 3 30 

O.  A.  Swain,  for  labor 60 

John  Mellen,  for  labor 3 30 

Chas.  A.  Weston,  labor  of  self  and  team.  . 10  40 

Jeremiah  Shannon,  for  labor 2 40 


$2504  75 

4 75 
$2500  00 


$200  00 


Amount  carried  forward^ 


$251  15 
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Amount  brought  forward $251  15 

Michael  Forbes,  for  labor  of  self  and  team  4 80 

Timothy  Riordan,  for  labor 1 20 

William  Porter,  for  gravel 2 25 

Timothy  Doucette,  labor  of  self  and  men..  5 87 

John  Doucette 2 10 

Lawrence  Duley,  on  account  of  ditching.  . 5 00 


$272  37 

Unexpended 27  63 


Appropriation $300  00 

FINISHING  WALL  ON  CURTIS  STREET. 

Paid  R.  D.  Wilkins,  for  labor $8  81 

Unexpended 44  46 


Balance  of  appropriation  for  1878 $53  27 

CLEARING  SNOW. 

Paid  Oliver  A.  Swain,  for  labor $2  33 

Robert  A.  Harmon,  labor  of  self  and  team  4 20 

John  S.  Ellenwood,  for  labor i 50 

Emerson  Smith,  for  labor i 00 

Timothy  Riordan,  for  labor 75 

George  Beaseley,  labor  of  self  and  team. . 13  00 

Chas.  A.  Weston,  labor  of  self  and  team.  . 12  20 

Alden  S.  Johnson,  labor  of  self  and  team..  3 00 

Moses  Dennett,  for  labor i 65 

Joseph  Stokes,  for  labor 60 

Samuel  R.  Roby,  for  labor i 35 

Bradley  Bancroft,  for  labor 60 

John  Mellen,  for  labor i 65 

Henry  S.  LaClair,  for  labor 3 70 

Orin  N.  Jones,  for  labor i 53 

William  Holmes,  for  labor i 35 

Wm.  G.  Nichols,  for  labor  of  team 70 

Chas.  H.  M()ulton,  labor  of  self  and  team.  16  12 

E.  P.  Nichols,  for  labor 3 22 

R.  B.  Nichols,  for  labor  of  self  and  team. . 7 58 


Amount  carried forward^ 


$78  03 
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A m omit  brought  foru»ard, $ 7 8 03 

Wendell  Bancroft,  labor  of  self  and  team.  4 80 

Webster  Eames,  for  labor i 01 

J.  D.  Jones,  for  labor 15 

Clarence  Barbrick,  for  labor 60 

James  Wilson,  for  labor 75 

F.  J.  Bancroft,  for  labor 30 

Daniel  Sullivan,  for  labor 75 

Johnson  Richardson,  for  labor 45 

Levi  Towne,  for  labor i 50 

R.  M.  Boyce,  for  labor  of  self  and  team. ..  3 83 

Wm.  L.  Jones,  for  labor  of  self  and  team. . 2 40 


^94  57 

Unexpended 205  43 


Appropriation $300  00 

JAMES  A.  BANCROFT,  ) Road 
CHARLES  A.  WESTON,  ^Commissioners 
HENRY  S.  LaCLAIR,  ) of  Reading. 


f{ej)oft  of  tl\e  demetefy  doJnn\ittee. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Balance  on  hand  at  beginning  of  the  year $27  20 

Drawn  from  town  appropriation 200  00 

Received  from  sale  of  lots 65  00 


Paid  for  labor  in  the  cemetery. 


$292  20 
272  51 


Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. . 


$19  69 


F.  O.  DEWEY. 

G.  C.  GLEASON, 

T.  B.  PRATT, 

W.  S.RICHARDSON, 
W.  J.  WIGHTMAN, 
S.  BANCROFT. 


^Committee. 


Reading,  March  1880. 


Annual  Report 

Of  tile  BoaircL  of  Engineers. 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

The  Board  of  Engineers  beg  leave  to  report  to  your  honorable 
body  as  follows  : Since  our  report  submitted  March  i8th,  1879,  the 

the  following  alarms  of  fire  have  been  sounded  to  which  the  depart- 
ment responded : May  1879,  the  house  and  shop  of  George 

Thayer  on  Grove  street;  loss,  $2100  ; insurance,  $1600.  August  6, 
1879,  Reuben  F.  Gray  on  West  street  was  struck  by 

lightning  and  totally  destroyed  ; loss,  $800 ; insurance,  $300.  Aug. 
9,  1879,  the  lumber  shed  of  A.  J.  Morey  on  Salem  street;  loss,  $600, 
no  insurance.  Nov.  7,  1879,  stable  and  contents  of  C.  W.  Abbott 
on  Ash  street;  loss,  $1900;  insurance,  $14.00.  Nov.  21,  1879,  the 
house,  barn,  and  carriage  house  of  J.  K.  Foss  on  West  street;  loss, 
$6100;  insured  for  $6500.  Jan.  21,  1880,  an  alarm  caused  by  a 
burning  chimney  at  the  Baptist  church  on  Salem  street ; no  damage. 
Total  number  of  alarms,  6;  total  loss,  $11,500;  total  insurance, 
$9800;  loss  of  property  over  and  above  insurance,  $1700.  The 
engines,  hook  and  ladder  carriage,  hose  reels  and  hose,  are  all  in 
good  order,  but  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  several  localities  which  are  in  need  of  a supply  of 
water,  and  we  renew  our  recommendations  contained  in  previous  re 
ports,  that  the  town  take  measures  to  build  at  least  one  good  cistern 
or  reservoir  annually,  until  we  are  well  supplied  with  water  at  all 
necessary  points.  The  expenses  of  the  department  during  the  year 
were  as  follows : 
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Paid  T.  Littlefield,  coal  grate  for  Eagle  engine 

house $i  oo 

W.  H.  Bancroft,  services  as  steward  of  Han- 
cock company  to  May  i,  1879 36  00 

Chas.  H.  Lang,  services  as  Chief  Engineer 

to  May  I,  1879 25  00 

Frank  B.  Cummings,  services  as  steward  of 

Eagle  Co.  to  May  i,  1879 20  00 

members  for  services  to  May  i,  1879 ^3^5  84 

Geo.  H.  Parker,  services  as  Assistant  En- 
gineer, $12 as  clerk,  ^5 17  00 

Belt  & Leather  Stuffing  Co.,  one  barrel  of 

castor  oil,  hose  dressing 59  37 

Horace  A.  Parker,  for  labor  of  oiling  hose  3 50 

Wm.  L.  Crowe,  for  labor  of  oiling  hose. . . 3 

B.  Field,  for  sundries 5 35 

James  Dewhurst,  for  services  as  Engineer 

from  May  1,  1878,  to  May  i,  1879 12  00 

Samuel  Brown,  for  sundries ii  75 

Henry  Gorus,  for  labor  of  cleaning  cistern.  2 00 

Wm.  L.  Crowe,  labor  of  cleaning  cistern.  . 2 00 

J.  A.  Smith,  for  labor  of  cleaning  cistern.  . 2 00 

A.  J.  Varney,  for  cleaning  cistern  and 

watching  fire 4 00 

M.  E.  Nichols,  for  setting  glass  in  Eagle 

engine  house i 26 

David  Crowell,  labor  on  cisterns  in  1876..  5 50 

R.  C.  'rotten,  for  labor  and  material 25 

Edward  C.  Bancroft,  services  as  fireman  for 
year  ending  May  i,  1879,  of  poll 

tax) 2 00 

E.  C.  Nichols,  services  as  Engineer  to  May 

I,  1879 12  00 

D.  P.  Babb,  for  teaming i 50 

Horace  W.  Blanchard,  on  account,  for  ser- 
vices as  engineman 5 00 

Daniel  Creesy,  services  as  Engineer  to  May 

I,  1879 13  00 


Amount  carried  forward^ 


$1,586  82 
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Amount  brought  forward $1,586  82 

J.  C.  Gleason,  for  coal 3 00 

Hunneman  & Co.,  for  sundries 41  60 

T.  F.  Gould,  for  use  of  horse  for  drawing 

hooks  and  ladders  to  fires 7 00 

Parker  & Stone,  for  sundries  for  Fire  De- 
partment  2 50 

P.  McCall,  straps  etc,  for  Fire  Department  7 00 

John  A.  Blunt,  for  sundries 5 16 

M.  A.  Stone,,  for  sundries ii  20 

W.  L.  Crowe,  cleaning  snow  from  cisterns.  3 75 

$1668  03 

Amount  unexpended 31  97 


Amount  of  appropriation 


$iyoo  00 


The  Hancock  engine  and  hose  carriage  has  been  newly  painted 
and  varnished  the  past  year,  by  Garfield  & Co.,  and  their  bill  amount- 
ing to  about  $60,  has  not  been  presented  for  payment  and  will  have 
to  be  provided  for  in  the  appropriation  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
large  well,  on  Haven  street  near  Simes’  block,  will  need  repairing  and 
clearing  out  the  coming  season,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $100. 
We  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  economy  to  repaint  the  Han- 
cock engine  house  and  we  estimate  the  expense  at  $40,  which  neces- 
sitates us  to  ask  for  an  increase  over  the  appropriations  of  the  past 
few  years.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  sum  of  nineteen  hun- 
dred dollars  ($i,goo  00)  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
department  for  the  ensuing  year.  In  closing  our  report  we  tender  the 
thanks  of  this  Board  to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  several  com- 
panies in  the  department,  for  their  cordial  support,  and  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  duties  during  the  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  H.  LANG,  Chief  Engineer, 


Assistants. 


E.  C.  NICHOLS, 

G.  H.  PARKER, 

D.  CREESY, 

J.  DEWHURST,  J 

GEO.  H.  PARKER,  Clerk. 


Reading,  March  22,  1880. 


Library  Report. 


In  submitting  our  twelfth  annual  report,  we  have  to  say  that  the 
public  library  now  contains  4,315  volumes,  which  is  about  one  and  a 
half  volumes  to  each  person  in  town  presumed  to  be  capable  of 
using  books.  As  a matter  of  fact,  however,  only  720  persons  have 
used  the  12,947  books  taken  out  during  the  year,  equal  to  18  books 
to  each  person  using  the  library,  or  4 books  to  each  person  in  the 
town.  Comparing  with  other  towns,  Stoneham  has  a less  circulation 
to  each  person.  Wakefield  and  Watertown  report  6 to  each  inhabi- 
tant, and  Melrose  has  7. 

Our  receipts  and  payments  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows  : 


RECEIPTS. 

Appropriation $300  00 

Dog  tax 178  41 

Fines 41  24 


$519  65 

PAYMENTS. 

Rent $133  33 

Insurance 30  62 

Salary  and  labor 115  00 

Printing  catalogues,  etc 3^  36 

Books,  cards,  etc. 183  34 

Binding  books. . i 13  64 

Literary  World 2 88 

Expenses 2 48 


(40) 
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We  have  recovered  the  Cuvier,  whicli  was  purloined  from  our  li- 
brary last  year,  finding  it  in  a bookstore  in  Boston,  where  it  had  been 
sold.  'I'he  other  volume,  Drake’s  History  and  Antiquities  of  Boston, 
taken  at  the  same  lime,  not  being  found,  has  been  replaced  by  an- 
other. In  order  to  prevent  a repetition  of  the  offence  by  making 
detection  more  ready  and  certain,  the  librarian  has  slamped  the  best 
and  largest  portion  of  our  books  in  various  places  in  each  volume, 
with  the  name  of  the  library. 

In  addition  to  other  purchases,  we  have  placed  in  the  library  the 
pictorial  volume  entitled  “ Home  of  our  Forefathers,”  an  interesting 
pictorial  by  our  townsman,  Mr.  Edwin  Whitefield.  It  is  placed 
among  the  volumes  for  reference  and  cannot  be  taken  from  the 
library. 

Unusual  interest  has  been  recently  developed  as  to  the  relation  the 
public  library  has  to  the  school  and  to  popular  education.  Carlyle  is 
quoted  as  saying  that  the  true  university  of  these  days  is  a collection 
of  books.  A good  library  is  like  a dictionary,  not  a mere  mass  of 
pages  to  be  read  through,  but  a vast  repository  of  learning  for  the 
continual  use  and  reference  of  all  comers. 

It'  has  been  the  effort  of  some  of  our  best  teachers,  for  several 
years,  to  teach  more  by  topic  and  less  by  mere  text-book,  d'he  lesson 
being  assigned  in  any  given  study,  the  pupils  are  encouraged  to 
gather  information  on  the  given  topic  from  every  available  source. 
The  library  becomes  an  important  factor  in  this  work,  and  an  effort 
has  been  made  to  furnish  our  library  with  standard  works  suited  to 
this  object.  During  the  past  year  the  trustees  voted  to  allow  the 
teachers  of  any  of  our  schools  to  draw  ten  books  at  a time  for  the  use 
of  their  pupils.  When  our  teachers  avail  themselves  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  this  privilege,  we  shall  expect  interesting  and  profitable  results. 

We  have  a suggestion  in  another  direction  for  the  consideration  of 
parents  as  well  as  teachers.  The  books  taken  out  of  our  library  in 
two  days  show  the  following  classification:  Fiction,  248  ; magazines, 
22  ; history,  13  ; travels,  8 ; biography,  6 ; poetry,  6 ; scientific,  i ; 
miscellaneous,  6.  Five-sixths  fiction  is  suggestive  of  an  unhealthy 
mental  appetite.  Fiction  has  its  place.  It  often  leads  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a taste  for  better  reading.  But  the  parent’s  duty  is  to  see  that 
the  taste  for  reading  does  not  terminate  with  fiction,  but  that  it  is 
cultivated  up  to  a relish  for  more  nutritious  reading.  Spices  are  good 
in  their  place,  but  would  be  an  unhealthy  diet ; so  we  say  that  fiction 
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is  good  in  its  place,  but  in  excess  it  is  simply  dissipation.  A popular 
teacher  said  to  liis  pupils,  “ If  you  are  not  fond  of’reading  fiction  I 
would  advise  you  to  read  it  occasionally,  but  if  you  are  fond  of  it  let 
it  alone.”  We  think  this  rule  a safe  one. 

But  there  is  another  of  kind  reading  which  cannot  be  too  carefully 
kept  from  the  perusal  of  all  our  children  and  youth.  Says  the  JV.  E. 
yournal  of  Education : 

“Many  a great  metropolitan  journal  has  one  department  on  the  wrong  side  of 
this  line,  and  under  the  specious  plea  of  a righteous  exposure  of  evils  is  poisoning  a 
myriad  of  children  in  a thousand  homes.  * * * * jf  the  history  of  the  drunk- 

enness, lewdness,  violence,  and  general  depravity  sprouted  in  American  youth  by 
this  vile  literature  of  corruption  could  once  be  written,  we  fancy  no  man  with  a 
reputation  to  lose  would  fail  to  demand  the'uttermost  power  of  the  law  for  its  sup- 
pression. » * * * Let  all  good  people  everywhere,  who  are  working  and 

praying  for  their  children,  open  their  eyes  and  see  what  they  read.” 

A boy’s  ideal  is  something  that  is  smart — that  has  the  elements  of 
dash  about  it ; something  that  secures  by  right  or  by  wrong  a king- 
dom, or  a fortune,  or  fame  in  a day.  The  smartness  and  audacity  in 
his  eyes  too  often  alone  for  the  crookedness  and  crime,  and  beget  a 
feeling  that  has  lit^^le  sympathy  with  the  rewards  that  come  from 
honest  endeavor  and  slow  gains. 

A few  days  ago  a lad  was  arrested  in  Boston  and  money  found 
upon  him  taken  from  a gentleman’s  pocket.  We  know  the  lad  and 
thought  him  honest,  but  our  surprise  vanished  when  we  remembered 
his  almost  constant  reading  had  been  the  Police  Gazette  and  similar 
publications.  Within  two  months  three  run  away  boys  were  arrested 
in  New  York  armed  with  knives  and  revolvers,  tobacco,  fish  books 
and  lines,  stolen  money,  with  books  containing  tales  of  Indian  atro- 
cities. They  were  making  their  way  to  Colorado,  as  they  said,  to  ex- 
terminate the  savages. 

A gang  of  boys  have  recently  been  “working”  the  stores  and 
dwellings  near  Jersey  City,  in  true  burglar  style.  Some  of  them 
were  not  ten  years  old,  but  led  by  an  older  boy,  their  captain,  they 
brought  their  plunder  to  a thief’s  den,  kept  by  a “ Fagin,”  who  sold  it 
and  gave  them  a share  of  the  proceeds.  Some  of  the  boys  belonged 
to  respectable  families,  but  inspired  by  the  “Jack  Sheppard”  kind  of 
reading  had  an  eye  rather  to  the  romance  of  their  doings  than  to  any 
worse  motive. 

If  statements  in  the  daily  papers  are  to  be  relied  on,  we  have  an- 
other terrible  illustration  of  the  effect  of  exciting  and  pernicious 
stories  upon  the  minds  of  boys  in  the  case  of  young  Dillingham,  the 
Lo  ndonderry,  N.  H.,  murderer,  himself  now  dead,  also  as  the  result 
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of  a shot  fired  by  his  own  hand.  Says  a late  writer  on  this  subject  : 
“Now  what  of  the  parents  who  allowed  them  (their  boys)  to  form  such  associ- 
ations and  tastes,  and  then  did  not  know  whether  or  not  they  were  in  their  beds 
from  midnight  to  morning  ? It  is  abominable  that  men  should  be  allowed  to  print 
and  circulate  stuff  so  ruinous  in  its  tendency  ; but  it  does  seem  as  if  watchful  par- 
ents might  so  pre-occupy  the  minds  ©f  their  boys  with  something  better,  as  to  keep 
them  from  ripening  into  criminals  before  their  teens.” 

Says  another : 

“ A boy’s  head  must  necessarily  be  full  of  some  kind  of  knowledge  and  thought, 
and  his  only  salvation  is  to  fill  it  with  useful  and  pure  material.  Almost  all  boys 
are  fond  of  reading,  and  while  they  might  not  enjoy  Baxter’s  Saints’  Rest,  they  do 
like  the  Rollo  travels,  or  single  books  on  the  wonders  of  nature.  The  veriest  rag- 
amuffin on  the  street  loves  to  hear  about  the  stars,  what  they  are,  and  for  what 
they  were  made.  We  let  the  minds  of  children  run  to  waste,  or  weeds,  often  by 
our  negligence.  These  street  boys  as  well  as  others  must  be  taught  orally.  Mis- 
sion schools  held  one  day  in  seven  will  not  do  it.  The  Y*  M.  C.  A.  reaches  young 
men  on  useful  topics,  but  who  looks  after  the  boys  who  are  spoiled  before  they  be- 
come young  men  ? Young  boys  become  most  enthusiastic  over  a popular  course  of 
geological  lectures,  and  it  isn’t  possible  to  put  geology  and  murders  in  the  same 
niche  of  the  brain..” 

It  seems  unnecessary  to  offer  further  remark  on  this  subject.  Men 
are  said  to  be  known  by  the  company  they  keep,  and  ittis  no  less 
sure  that  the  “true  inwardness”  of  the  boy  is  shown  by  the  books  he 
reads. 

We  close  our  report,  only  adding  that  the  term  of  office  of  two  of 
our  board,  Messrs.  Foster  and  Wadlin,  expires  this  spring. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  APPLETON,  President. 

HIRAM  BARRUS,  Secretary. 

F.  O.  DEWEY, 

STEPHEN  FOSTER, 

H.  G.  WADLIN, 

W.  S.  PARKER, 

Trustees. 
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REFOPLT. 


The  School  Committee  for  the  year  ending  March,  1880,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report : 

According  to  the  latest  statistics,*  Reading  ranks  nineteenth  among 
the  three  hundred  and  forty-four  towns  and  cities  in  the  State  in 
respect  to  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  education  of  each  child 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  j one  hundred  and  fifty-first  as 
to  the  percentage  of  taxable  property  appropriated , and  twenty- 
second  as  to  average  attendance  of  pupils. 

A tabular  view  of  the  rank  of  the  town  in  the  two  last  respects  for 
the  ten  years  ending  March,  1879,  here  presented  : 

Position  vf  Reading'  ( n:  erg  the  iiuns  era  cities  0/  the  ^tale  end  of  Middlesex  Cmniy^ 
based  upon^the  percentage  of  taxable  property  appropriated  for  educational  pur~ 
poses. 


1869- 70,  Rank  in  State 64;  Rank  in  County. 

1870- 71, 

1871- 72, 

T872-73, 

1873- 74, 

1874- 75, 

1875- 76, 

1876- 77, 

J 877-78, 

1878-79, 


“ 

“ 

25; 

“ “ 

“ 

“ 

“ “ 

“ 

“ “ 

« 

“ “ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

(4 

“ 

<C 

((  '<( 

1*3; 

“ 

“ 

i5i; 

“ “ 
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For  the  year  1878-9. 


4 


Position  of  Reading  as  to  average  attendance  of  pupils. 


1869- 70,  Rank  in  State 27  ; 

1870- 71,  “ “ 48; 

1871- 72,  “ “ 64; 

1872- 73,  “ “ 21; 

1873- 74.  “ “ 25; 

1874- 75.  “ “ 22; 

1875- 76,  “ “ 66; 

1876- 77,  “ “ 24; 

1877- 78,  “ “ II ; 

1878- 79,  “ “ 22; 


Rank  in  Co 


nty, 


9 
12 

CS 

8 

10 
6 

18 
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The  first  table  exhibits  the  liberality  of  the  town  in  its  appropria- 
tions for  schools  as  compared  with  other  towns  and  cities.  It  shows 
that  since  1869,  and  within  the  last  few  years  especially,  decreased 
appropriations  have  carried  Reading  downward  in  the  scale  to  a 
point  hardly  above  the  average  for  the  State.  The  latest  figures,  as 
stated,  are  for  the  year  ending  march,  1879.  Since  then  the  appro- 
priation ha^  been  still  further  reduced,  while  the  valuation  has 
increased,  and  when  the  statistics  of  the  year  just  closed  are  obtained, 
it  would  not  be  surprising  to  find  our  position  below  the  average. 
This  is  not  a pleasant  thing  to  contemplate,  and  the  inferences  drawn 
from  such  a record  are  not  likely  to  be  complimentary  to  the  town. 
Much  more  gratifying  is  the  exhibit  of  the  second  table,  which  shows 
that  our  schools  hold  a high  rank  in  regard  to  average  attendance. 
Always  among  the  first  seventy,  usually  among  the  first  twenty-five, 
we  close  the  record  standing  twenty-second  among  the  towns  and 
cities  of  the  State,  and  sixth  among  those  of  the  county  in  this 
important  particular.  The  year  1877-78  was  the  banner  year,  as 
will  be  seen.  If  insufficient  appropriations  tend  to  weaken  the 
schools,  by  shortening  the  school  year  and  necessitating  the  employ- 
ment of  inferior  teachers,  scarcely  anything  contributes  more  to  the 
success  of  a school,  or  to  the  individual  progress  of  each  pupil,  than 
constant  attendance.  It  is  with  pride,  therefore,  that  we  point  to  our 
standing  in  this  respect,  hoping  it  will  be  maintained  in  the  future. 

The  past  year  has  been  a prosperous  one.  A few  difficulties  have 
arisen — as  they  always  will  arise — but,  as  a whole,  the  schools  have 
maintained  their  usual  excellence.  The  committee  retains  the  same 
organization  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  sub-committees 
being  as  follows  : 
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High  School — Messrs.  Wadlin  and  Kittredge. 

First  Grammar — Mr.  Kittredge. 

Second  Grammar — Mr.  Wadlin. 

Third  Grammar — Mr.  Davis. 

Upper  Medium — Mr.  Brown. 

Lower  Medium — Mr.  Wightman. 

Upper  Primary,  Union  Street — Mr.  Parker. 

Lower  Primary,  Union  Street — The  entire  committee. 

Walnut  Street  Schools — Mr.  Brown. 

Woburn  Street  Schools — Mr.  Wadlin. 

Lowell  Street  School — Mr.  Kittredge. 

Main  Street  School — Mr.  Wightman. 

Haverhill  Street  School — Mr.  Davis. 

THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 

now  has  a total  membership  of  103.  The  entering  class  numbered 
53.  The  unusually  large  size  of  this  class  was  partly  due  to  a double 
promotion  made  several  years  ago.  Under  the  present  system  of 
examinations  and  promotions,  so  large  a number  of  applicants  is  not 
likely  to  be  presented  again. 

The  revised  course,  as  adopted  prior  to. our  last  annual  report,  has 
commended  itself  by  a year’s  satisfactory  trial.  It  is  given  in  the 
appendix.  That  it  may  be  fully  understood,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  in  some  respects  our  high  school  occupies  an  anomalous 
position.  It  may  be  somewhat  trite  to  repeat  that  a larger  per  cent 
of  our  lower  grade  pupils  enter  and  remaiti  in  it  than  is  usual  else- 
where. The  percentage  has  constantly  increased  during  the  last  ten 
years,  and  this  result  has  not  been  attained  by  lowering  the  standard 
of  scholarship.  The  ratio  of  pupils  now  in  the  school  to  the  whole 
number  enrolled  in  the  town  is  as  i to  5.6 ; while  the  ratio  for  the 
State  at  large  is  as  i to  14.5*. 

With  so  large  a school,  and  with  but  two  teachers,  it  is  impossible 
to  provide  several  distinct  courses,  with  numerous  elective  studies,  as 
is  done  in  some  neighboring  towns.  Wakefield  and  Melrose,  for 
instance,  have  a classical  course  of  four,  an  English  course  of  three, 
and  a business  course  of  two  years.  They  are  able  to  do  this  by 

* Towns  and  cities  maintaining  high  schools  alone  considered — the  statistics  of 
1878-9  being  used. 
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employing  three  teachers  for  about  8o  and  loo  pupils  respectively.  , 

'I'he  wants  of  our  own  pupils  seem  to  be  best  met,  with  the 
resources  at  our  command,  by  an  English  course  of  three  years,  or 
by  an  English  and  classical  course  of  the  same  length,  introducing 
Latin.  The  work  thus  laid  out  may  be  thoroughly  done.  It  covers 
the  practical  branches  required  for  business  life  ; it  gives  elementary 
instruction  in  the  sciences  and  in  literature  ; and  a pupil  may  devote 
three  years  to  Latin  or  one  year  to  French. 

We  have  reduced  the  number  of  studies  to  the  minimum,  but  three 
being  taken  in  each  term.  For  those  who  desire  to  do  more  than  is 
contemplated  by  these  courses,  the  principal  is  ready — as  in  former 
years — to  give  such  instruction  and  aid  as  may  be  possible  outside 
the  regular  school  hours.  Great  interest  is  manifested  in  the  studies 
of  bookkeeping  and  English  composition.  In  the  department  of 
English  literature,  excellent  work  has  been  done.  As  a typical  exer- 
cise in  this  branch  may  be  mentioned  an  hour  devoted  to  the  poet 
Longfellow,  in  which  brief  reviews  of  his  life  and  leading  woiks  were 
presented  by  different  pupils,  and  short  extracts  from  his  poems  read 
by  others.  'The  classes  in  Latin,  also,  have  made  much  progress,  and, 
generally,  the  condition  of  the  school  is  such  as  to  warrant  the  fullest 
support  from  the  town.  The  annual  graduating  exercises  took  place 
in  June,  and  were  held  in  the  Old  South  Church.  The  graduating 
class  numbered  twenty-three,  'rhe  names  appear  in  the  appendix. 

THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

At  the  close  of  the  spring  term.  Miss  Jennie  R.  Barrus,  of  the  First 
Grammar,  requested  leave  of  absence  for  one  year.  This  was  granted 
by  the  committee,  and  since  then  Miss  A.  Evelyn  Barrows — trans- 
ferred from  the  Lowell  Street  School — has  taken  her  place. 

A new  grammar  school  was  established  in  the  spring  at  Walnut 
Street,  by  dividing  the  mixed  school  located  there.  Miss  Susan  R. 
Drew,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  was  engaged  as  teacher.  The  pupils  of 
the  primary  grade  were  placed  in  charge  of  Miss  Vestina  P.  Con- 
verse. The  change  has  resulted  most  favorably,  and  both  schools 
are  improving  under  their  present  teachers. 

The  Woburn  Street  Grammar  has  been  under  the  care  of  Miss 
Hattie  A.  French  during  the  entire  year.  We  are  glad  to  report 
great  improvement  in  this  school,  and  to  note  the  unanimity  with 
which  Miss  French  has  been  supported  by  the  parents  of  her  pupils. 
The  room  has  been  made  cheerful  by  new  curtains,  and  by  the  pres- 


ence  of  plants  and  pictures.  The  school  is  now  better  graded  than 
formerly,  and  the  interest  shown  by  the  pupils  promises  continued 
improvement  in  the  future.  In 

THE  OTHER  SCHOOLS 

changes  have  occurred  as  follows  : At  Lowell  Street,  Miss  Cora  A. 

Prescott  fills  the  vacancy  caused  by  tne  transfer  of  Miss  Barrows  to 
the  First  Grammar.  At  Main  Street,  Miss  Marion  E.  H.  Barrows 
succeeds  Mr.  L.  F.  Elliott,  who  is  now  pursuing  his  studies  at  the 
Bridgewater  Normal  School,  after  successful  experience  in  teaching 
here. 

No  other  changes  have  been  made,  'rhe  remaining  teachers,  all 
of  whom  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  town  for  some  years,  are  to 
be  commended  for  faithful  and  painstaking  service. 

DEPORTMENT. 

The  deportment  of  our  pupils  is  usually  good.  The  cases  of  dis- 
obedience demanding  special  notice  or  extraordinary  treatment  are 
rare.  It  is  our  duty  to  say,  however,  that  during  the  present  year 
certain  pupils  have  been  disposed  to  disgrace  themselves  and  injure 
the  school  to  which  they  belonged.  For  the  most  part,  this  disposi- 
tion has  shown  itself  in  covert  ways,  and  in  cateless  and  rude 
manners  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  referred  to,  and  has  rarely 
developed  into  open  insubordination.  Such  cases  severely  tax  the 
patience  of  a teacher,  and  exert  a bad  influence  upon  every  member 
of  the  school. 

We  desire  to  call  attention  to  a rule  governing  the  schools,  and 
pasted  in  every  school-room,  as  follows : 

“ The  committee  will  expel  from  school  any  pupil  guilty  of  such  immorality  as  may 
tend  to  demoralize  pupils,  and  in  the  High  School  will  withhold  the  diploma  in  every 
case  in  which  the  record  of  deportment  shall  require  it.” 

Fortunately  this  rule  has  not  needed  enforcement  since  its 
adoption,  but  hereafter  it  will  be  at  once  enforced  whenever  a pupil 
is  found  indisposed  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  teacher. 
Occasional  lapses  may  be  expected,  and,  of  course,  excused  ; but 
chronic  unwillingness  to  perform  faithfully  and  promptly  the  tasks 
assigned,  and  general  ungentlemanly  or  unladylike  conduct  on  the 
part  of  those  no  longer  mere  children  will  neither  be  excused  nor 
overlooked. 

MUSIC. 

Owing  to  the  reduction  of  $500  in  the  appropriation  for  the  present 
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year,  instruction  in  music  by  a special  teacher  has  been  discontinued. 
Much  as  they  regretted  to  do  this,  the  committee  were  unanimously 
of  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  best  way  of  confining  the  expenses 
within  the  limit  set  by  the  town.  The  loss  of  the  music  teacher  is 
felt  most  in  the  primary  and  intermediate  schools,  and  we  trust  that 
the  amount  requested  for  the  coming  year  will  be  granted,  so  that 
some  provision  may  be  made  for  this  branch  of  instruction. 

REPAIRS. 

The  Union  Hall  building  was  painted  and  completely  renovated 
during  the  summer  vacation.  New  steps  were  built  in  front,  and  the 
entrance  graded.  The  High  School  building,  also,  has  been  painted 
one  coat  outside,  and  the  roof  and  gutters  repaired.  Another  coat 
will  be  needed  on  the  exterior,  and  the  interior  will  require  thorough 
cleansing  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Minor  repairs  have  been  carried  out  elsewhere,  and  of  these,  a 
detailed  account  is  rendered  in  the  financial  statement  contained  in 
the  appendix. 

AIDS  IN  TEACHING. 

Following  the  plan  of  other  years,  a small  amount  has  been 
expended  for  books  of  reference,  globes,  etc.  To  keep  our  schools 
abreast  of  the  improvements  now  making  in  methods  of  instruction, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  every  requisite  for  intelligent  work 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers. 

In  order  to  give  a wider  range  of  selections  than  is  contained  in 
an  ordinary  reader,  and  to  teach  reading  at  sight,  the  use  of  supple-  * 
mentary  reading  matter,  as  practised  in  the  schools  of  Quincy  and 
Boston,  was  begun  in  the  primaries  several  years  ago,  but  our  work 
in  this  direction  has  been  limited  on  account  of  insufficient  funds.  In 
addition  to  the  Nursery^  the  Little  Folks*  Reader^  published  by 
D.  Lothrop  & Co.,  will  hereafter  be  regularly  supplied  to  the  primary 
grade,  and  will  enable  us  to  furnish  bright  and  attractive  reading 
matter  fresh  each  month.  Some  of  the  selections  in  this  publication 
may  be  made  the  basis  of  object  lessons,  and,  if  properly  used,  the 
results  will  more  than  repay  the  slight  expense  incurred. 

A supply  of  bound  volumes  of  the  Wide  Awake  has  been  procured 
for  use  in  the  upper  grades.  We  alluded  last  year  to  the  influence 
the  teachers  might  exert  towards  fostering  a taste  for  good  reading 
on  the  part  of  their  pupils,  and  suggested  the  selection  of  books  from 
the  public  library  for  this  purpose.  We  again  touch  upon  this  topic, 
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for  its  importance  renders  it  worthy  of  more  attention  than  it  has 
hitherto  received.  The  trustees  of  the  library,  in  order  to  aid  this 
work  to  the  fullest  extent,  have  granted  to  teachers  the  privilege  of 
taking  ten  volumes  at  one  time  for  loaning  to  pupils.  The  schools 
and  the  library — the  chief  educational  forces  in  the  town — should  be 
more  closely  connected  than  hitherto,  and  we  ask  attention  to  that 
portion  of  the  trustees’  report  relating  to  the  subject,  trusting  that 
the  opportunity  offered  will  be  improved.  An  effort  will  be  made 
early  in  the  coming  year  to  point  out  to  teachers  the  works  best 
adapted  to  their  classes  in  the  various  departments  of  literature. 

'I’he  defects  most  apparent  in  the  schools  are  those  inherent  in  an 
imperfect  system.  The  two  most  frequently  pointed  out  are  : 

I.  Failure  to  develop  the  moral  sense  while  cultivating  the  mind. 

The  opponents  of  public  schools  perceive  this  defect,  and  use  it  as 
an  argument  for  the  advancement  of  their  ends.  Its  removal  would 
deprive  them  of  one  of  their  most  effective  weapons.  It  is  a lament- 
able fact  that  the  pupils  are  too  often  not  self-governed,  but  simply 
held  in  check  by  the  coercion  of  the  teacher.  An  incident  which 
came  under  our  observation  some  time  since  will  be  in  point.  A 
teacher,  who  had  a superior  school  in  respect  to  discipline,  was 
obliged  to  be  absent  a few  weeks  from  her  charge.  Immediately 
after  the  arrival  of  her  substitute  disorder  arose.  A general  impulse 
toward  insubordination  seemed  to  pervade  the  school.  There  were, 
of  course,  honorable  exceptions,  but  more  than  one  pupil,  who  was 
thought  to  be  depended  upon  in  any  emergency,  was  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  disturbers.  The  substitute  was  forced  to  leave  the  school,  and 
order  was  only  restored  by  the  use  of  force  on  the  part  of  a second 
substitute,  while  even  then  the  pupils  were  several  times  on  the  verge 
of  rebellion,  until  the  return  of  the  regular  teacher  brought  quiet. 
Manifestly,  the  obedience  of  the  pupils  was  outward  merely.  It  did 
not  spring  from  sense  of  duty  or  moral  principle.  They  were  held  in 
order  by  the  personal  force  of  the  teacher.  These  pupils,  too,  were 
under  most  favorable  home  influences,  and  were  old  enough  to  fully 
comprehend  what  was  required  of  them  in  the  school.  Parallel 
instances  will,  no  doubt,  recur  to  the  mind  of  the  reader.  They  are 
by  no  means  of  infrequent  occurrence. 

Defective  home  training  is  a serious  obstacle  to  overcome,  but  for 
five  hours  each  day,  during  the  most  plastic  period  of  his  life,  the 
child  is  subjected  to  the  influences  of  the  school-room.  Does  it  not 
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reflect  upon  our  methods  of  government  that  we  are  so  little  able  to 
trust  our  pupils  without  the  restraint  of  rules  and  checks,  and  the 
constant  fear  of  punishment  ? VVe  ask  this  in  no  captious  spirit,  nor 
do  we  intend  any  personal  application  in  what  we  have  said.  The 
defect,  so  far  as  it  exists,  is  general,  and  is  confined  to  no  particular 
school.  It  is  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  demand  the  persistent  efforts 
of  every  teacher  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  every  parent  for  its 
removal.  The  school  that  fails  to  elevate  the  moral  tone  of  its  pupils, 
fails  in  a fundamental  point.  No  excellence  in  other  respects  can 
atone  for  it.^  If  it  cannot  be  overcome,  it  is  a fatal  weakness. 
“ Character  is  of  more  consequence  than  learning,  and  the  power  of 
self-control  is  superior  to  the  ability  to  conform  to  school  rules  under 
the  eye  of  a teacher.”* 

2.  The  second  defect  is  the  employment  of  wrong  methods  of 
instruction. 

The  prime  end  of  all  good  teaching  is  to  arouse  mental  activity. 
The  error  in  the  methods  often  pursued  is  that  the  passive,  not  the 
active,  powers  of  the  mind  are  addressed.  This  is  always  the  case 
when  the  pupil  is  simply  made  to  commit  his  lesson  directly  from  the 
text-book.  He  is  then  absorbing  the  mental  products  of  others,  while 
his  own  activities  are  not  aroused  at  all.  'Fhe  teacher  who  pursues 
^ this  plan  is  a mere  school-keeper,  and  cannot  properly  be  said  to 
teach.  Her  class  is  like  that  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Gradgrind — 
“ A row  of  little  pitchers  ready  to  be  filled  with  facts.”  Far  too  much 
of  what  is  called  studying  in  the  schools  is  only  memorizing — the 
endeavor  to  acquire  certain  facts  in  geography,  mathematics  or  the 
sciences,  to  hold  them  in  the  mind  until  the  examinations  are  passed 
and  promotion  secured,  when  they  are  allowed  to  drop  that  other 
facts  may  take  their  place.  This  process  is  not  education.  It  will 
never  enable  the  pupil  to  become  master  of  himself,  and  so  become  a 
productive  force  in  the  world.  He  never  acquires  the  power  to  think, 
in  the  strict  sense.  He  is  not  equipped  for  the  battle  of  life,  nor  is 
he  fitted  for  the  duties  of  citizenship.  It  is  among  the  victims  of 
this  sort  of  mis-education  that  demagogues  find  their  ready  followers. 
In  a republic  the  stability  of  the  State  demands  a very  different  kind 
of  training.  The  schools,  which  are  to  be  the  source  of  the  nation’-s 


♦Hon.  J.  W.  Dickinson. 
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strength,  must  produce  men  and  women  able  to  use  the  powers 
with  which  they  are  endowed,  strong,  self  reliant,  in  whatever  situation 
they  may  be  placed. 

If,  then,  the  teacher  is  to  secure  mental  growth,  she  must  acquaint 
herself  with  the  powers  of  the  mind  and  their  natural  order  of 
development.  Teaching  becomes  a science,  and  she  cannot  be  fitted 
for  her  work  unless  she  understands  its  principles.  The  nature  of 
the  child  is  to  guide  her  in  her  work,  and  the  peculiarities  of 
individual  pupils  are  to  be  discerned,  and  constantly  kept  in  view. 

The  day  of  routine  teaching  is  passing  away.  Perfecfion  does  not 
consist  in  doing  a thing  iust  as  it  has  always  been  done  before.  That 
is  the  Chinese  idea.  No  two  classes  are  adapted  to  the  same  tieat- 
ment ; no  two  minds  are  to  be  unfolded  in  precisely  the  same  way. 
Given  the  great  principles  underlying  th»  science  of  teaching,  and 
there  must  be  infinite  variety  in  their  application. 

These  principles  are  not  new.  They  were  applied  by  those 
Grecian  teachers,  who  took  their  pupils  into  the  fields  for  their  instruc- 
tion ; they  were  enunciated  anew  by  Pestalozzi ; they  are  the  life  of 
the  Prussian  school  system,  and  make  it,  on  the  whole,  the  best  in 
the  world  ; they  were  set  forth  in  this  country  by  Horace  Mann. 

They  have  made  no  new  discovery  in  Quincy.  The  Quincy  system 
is  simply  a revival  of  these  principles,  and  an  application  of  them 
where  they  had  fallen  into  neglect.  A great  deal  has  been  done  here 
in  the  line  of  improvement,  but  much  more  remains  to  be  accom- 
plished, and  if  our  schools  are  to  hold  their  own  with  those  around 
us  we  must  not  rest  satisfied  with  past  success,  but  devote  our  energies 
to  the  removal  of  present  defects. 

EXPENDITURES  AND  ESTIMATES. 

Besides  dispensing  with  music,  the  school  year  has  been  shortened 
one  week.  As  our  teachers  are  nearly  all  paid  by  the  week,  this  has 
caused  a reduction  in  the  amount  received  by  them  during  the  year. 
We  have  thus  not  exceeded  the  appropriation,  having  expended  $7,662- 
37  leaving  a balance  of  $34.68  undrawn.*  The  average  price  paid  fe- 
male teachers  has  been  $38.00  per  month.  Wakefield  pays  $41.53; 
Melrose,  $48.28;  and  Stoneham,  $41.66. 

The  average  cost  per  pupil,  based  upon  the  whole  number  enrolled, 

*The  sum  of  $12.00  has  been  received  for  tuition  in  the  High  School  and  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  committee 
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has  been  $12,62.  In  Wakefield  it  is  about  $10.96  ; in  Melrose  $13.14; 
in  Stoneham,  $11.67  i State  at  large  for  the  year  1878-9, 

$13.90.  Tuition  in  our  High  School  costs  on  the  average  $18.96  per 
pupil.  In  Wakefield  it  is  $35.09;  in  Melrose,  about  $31.61  ; and  in 
Stoneham  $45.50. 

We  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $8000  be  raised  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  schools  during  the  coming  year,  with  $700  additional  for  in- 
cidentals. 

The  terms  of  Messrs.  Davis  and  Parker  of  the  committee  expire, 
leaving  two  vacancies  to  be  filled  at  the  ensuing  town  meeting. 

The  usual  statistics,  report  of  expenses,  etc.,  are  contained  in  the 
appendix,  to  which  attention  is  invited 

Respectfully  submitted  : 

School 
Committee 

OF 

Reading. 

Adopted  in  School  Committee: 

March  16,  1880. 


HORACE  G.  WADLIN, 
Chairman, 

CHARLES  F.  BROWN, 

W.  WALLACE  DAVIS,  } 
STILLMAN  E.  PARKER,  I 
HENRY  G.  KITTREDGE,  | 
WILLIAM  j:  WIGHTMAN,  J 


^ F F E isr  13  I X . 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  of  Reading, 3ji86 

Number  of  children  between  5 and  15  years  of  age,  May, 

iS79, 487 

Amount  appropriated  for  instruction,  fuel,  and  care  of 

rooms,  $7500  00 

Amount  appropriated  for  incidentals, 700  00 

Amount  received  from  State  school  fund, 197  05 

Amount  received  from  other  sources, 3 60 


Total  receipts, $8400  65 

Expended  for  instruction,  fuel,  and  care  of  ro0ins.$7662  37 
Expended  for  incidentals, 693  88 


Total  expenditures, 8356  25 


Balance  unexpended, $44  40 

PUPllS. 


Whole  number  of  different  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year.  . . . 607 

Average  whole  number  (from  returns  of  each  term) 523 

Average  daily  attendance 473 

Number  of  pupils  admitted  to  High  School 53 

Average  age  of  pupils  admitted  to  High  School 14  years  6 mos. 

Length  of  terms  : ist,  12  weeks  ; 2d,  12  weeks;  3d,  14  weeks. 


NAMES  OF  PUPILS  GRADUATING  FROM  THE  HIGH 
SCHOOL,  JUNE,  J879. 

(The  number  graduating  in  this  class  is  64.7  per  cent,  of  the  num 
ber  in  the  class  when  admitted.) 


Emma  Adden, 
Hattie  W.  Cook, 
Emma  Holden, 
Nellie  A.  LaClair, 
Addie  A.  Mitchell, 


Ida  E.  Clark, 

Annie  S.  Davies, 
Almina  Knight, 
Emma  E.  Manning, 
Nina  E.  Morrill, 

(13)- 
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Mary  E.  Nichols, 
Jessie  P.  Pendergrace, 
George  W.  Beasley, 
John  R.  Hutchinson, 
Warren  H.  Manning, 
George  L.  Pratt, 


Abbie  N.  Parker, 

Kate  E.  Perry, 

Walter  P.  Gleason, 
Frank  W.  Kendall, 
Leighton  H.  Mclntire, 
Edward  Webster. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR, 

giving  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
since  March,  1879,  and  the  schools  to  which  they  belong. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 


^Hannah  E.  Hibbert, 
*George  Hill, 
fFannie  A.  LaClair, 
Emma  W.  Rich, 
^William  S.  Manning, 
Lottie  H.  Allen, 
Martha  E.  Babb, 
Laurie  E.  Clark, 
Hattie  C.  Eaton, 
*Grace  M.  Holden,  , 
l:Annie  M.  Moulton, 
Arthur  T.  McKay, 
Charles  F.  Reid, 


*L.  Fannie  Mitchell, 
tLillie  A.  Holden, 
iSylvina  F.  Moulton, 
Harvey  A.  Bancroft, 
William  A.  Weston, 
fHattie  E,  Austin, 

M.  Idabelle  Beard, 
fHattie  E.  Damon, 
*Mary  A.  Emerson, 
*Annie  C.  Lawrence, 
Georgia  P.  Pendergrace, 
*Edward  E.  Nichols,  • 
Charles  C.  Wright, 


Alice  O.  Dow  and  Agnes  H.  Forbes  have  not  been  absent,  and 
have  each  been  tardy  once  only,  in  three  years.  Edea  R.  Beers  and 
Emma  Hutchinson  have  been  absent  one  day,  and  Susan  R.  Nichols 
and  Laura  C.  Melendy  one  half  day  only,  in  three  years  ;Wilbur 
F.  Pratt,  Hattie  V.  Stone  and  Mary  C.  Holden  have  been  absent  one 
half  day  only,  in  two  years  ; neither  of  these  pupils  have  been  tardy. 
FIRST  GRAMMAR. 

Mary  A.  Bancroft,  Abbie  J.  Eames, 

fEmma  M.  Damon,  Lizzie  B.  Parker, 

*Lora  A.  Potter,  fWalter  M.  Kingman, 

Parker  J.  Gowing,  Mabel  Brown, 

fKatie  M.  Trowe. 

Ellen  M.  Jackson  has  been  absent  one  half  day  only  and  has  not 
been  tardy. 

♦Neither  absent  nor  tardy  in  two  years.  tNeither  absent  nor  tardy  in  three  years. 
JNeither  absent  nor  tardy  in  four*years. 
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SECOND  GRAMMAR, 

Amifctte  S.  Krook,  *Eclna  C.  Potter, 

Grace  S.  Parker,  William  T.  Loftus, 

♦Herbert  L.  McKay,  Edward  I.  Brown, 

THIRD  GRAMMAR. 

Sophia  F.  Krook,  Annie  J.  Riordan, 

Willie  B.  McKay. 

WOBURN  STREET  GRAMMAR, 

John  Lewis,  Fannie  Phillips, 

Hattie  Richardson,  Nellie  Weston, 

WALNUT  STREET  GRAMMAR. 

Charles  W.  Hunter,  Lilia  F.  Kidder. 

UPPER  MEDIUM. 

Sarah  E.  Parker,  Mabel  H.  Parker, 

♦Nellie  Riordan. 

LOWER  MEDIUM. 

Florence  E.  Brown,  Bartholomew  Carley, 

♦Willie  D.  Channel,  Emil  C.  Litchfield, 

Kirke  P.  Sanborn. 

UNION  STREET  UPPER  PRIMARY. 

Eben  Beard. 

UNION  STREE;T  LOWER  PRIMARY. 

Wilfred  A.  Bancroft. 

WALNUT  STREET  PRIMARY. 

Delia  Converse. 

LOWELL  STREET  MIXED. 

♦John  Allen,  Eugene  Trask, 

Martin  B.. Hartshorn. 

MAIN  STREET  MIXED. 

• 

♦Mabel  S.  LaClair,  ♦Lilia  M.  Taylor. 

Nathaniel  Hill  has  been  absent  one  day  only  in  two  years  and  has 

not  been  tardy. 

HAVERHILL  STREET  MIXED. 

M.  Grace  Wakefield,  Chester  K.  Wakefield. 

C.  Clyde  Wakefield  absent  but  one  day  and  not  tardy  during  the  year. 


♦Neither  absent  nor  tardy  in  two  years. 


Cotit^^e  of  ^tudy  ii\  Sigl| 


ENGLISH  COURSE. 

First  Term. 

Second  Term. 

'I'hird  Term. 

FIRST  YEAR. 

Chemistry. 

Arithmetic. 

English  Grammar. 

Chemistry. 

Algebra. 

Grammar  and  Book- 
keeping, Alternately. 

Botany. 

Algebra. 

Gram’r  & Book- 
keeping, Altern’y 

SECOND  YEAR. 

Physics. 

Geometry. 

Geography. 

Physics. 
Geometry. 
General  History. 

Physics. 

Geology.  . 
General  History. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

Astronomy. 
English  Literature. 
French. 

Civil  Government. 
English  Literature. 
French. 

Review  of  Com- 
mon branches. 
Eng’h  Literature 
French. 

* 


^Reading,  Composition  and  Rhetoric  throughout  the  course. 

An  English  and  Classical  course  may  be  taken  substituting  Latin 
for  the  third  study  above  mentioned  in  each  term. 


Table  showing  Salaries,  Attendance  and  Number  of  Visitors, 


*An  increase  of  63  over  previous  yeat< 


of  ^dl\oo]^. 


INSTRUCTION. 

Paid  for  teaching  High  School $1832  oc? 

Fir.st  Grammar 468  00 

Second  Grammar 444  00 

Third  Giammar 456  00 

Woburn  Street  Grammar....  456  00 

Walnut  Street  Grammar 380  00 

Upper  Medium 380  00  ^ 

Lower  Medium 380  00 

Union  Street  Upper  Primary  380  00 
Union  Street  Lower  Primary  380  00 

Woburn  Street  Primary 228  00 

Walnut  Street  Primary 152  00 

Lowell  Street  Mixed 323  00 

Main  Street  Mixed 304  00 

Haverhill  Street  Mixed 228  00 

$6801  00 


JANITORS. 

Paid  for  care  of  Centre  School  buildings $321  op 

Woburn  Street  School  buildings.  47  50 
Walnut  Street  School  buildings..  55  75 
Lowell  Street  School  buildings.  . 32  00 

Main  Street  School  buildings. . . 28  50 

. Haverhill  Street  School  buildings.  28  50 

513  25 


Amount  carried forward. . 
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^7314  25 


A mount  brought  forward $731425 

FUEL. 

Paid  Wendell  Bancroft,  for  coal $23:  00 

Town  of  Reading,  for  wood 95  80 

labor  on  wood 21  32 

3-48  12 

Total  amount  expeT>ded $7662  37 

Total  amount  unexpended 34  68 


$7697  os 

$7500  00 

•97  05 

$7697  05 

INCIDENTAL  SCHOOL  EXPENSES. 


Paid  Wm.  A.  Hunter,  labor  and  repairs, 87 

G.  W,  Atkinson,  brooms  and  sundries, 7 ^5 

Parker  & Stone,  sundries, 35 

Copeland  & Bowser,  curtains  and  fixtures,.  . 8 65 

A.  & E.  Burton,  feather  dusters, 9 ii 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  chairs, 4 80 

Mathew  Hanley,  chairs, 3 00 

S.  Martin,  sundry  supplies, 3 12 

D.  Pratts’  Sons,  clocks  and  repairs, 75 

C.  A.  Loring,  locks,  bell  rope,  zinc,  and 

sundry  repairs, 9 33 

A.  H.  Murray,  diplomas, 10  00 

H.  G.  Wadlin,  cash  expended  for  sundries,..  2 45 

Mrs.  Dennis  Lahan,  cleaning, 3 00 

Old  South  Parish,  use  of  church, 15  00 

F.  E.  Brooks,  moving  settees  and  labor,.  ...  6 75 

Arthur  Morrison,  labor, 8 55 

J.  C.  Arthur,  labor,.,  . 7 05 

Mrs.  Barbarick,  cleaning, 3 00 

Dennis  P.  Babb,  labor, 3 00 

Wm.  E.  Moulton,  grading  school  yard, 4 25 


Receipts : 

Appropriation, 

From  State  School  fund, 


Amount  carried  forward^ 


$122  08 
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Amount  brought  forward^ $i2z  oS 

Paid  C.  T.  Tolman,  printing  programmes  and  re- 
port cards, i8  75 

G.  W.  Pierce,  lettering  diplomas, 3 00 

M.  Batchelder,  labor, 3 50 

W.  W.  Davis,  cash  expended  for  labor, 2 00 

C.  A.  Cole,  cash  expended  for  report  cards 

for  High  School, 14  25 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  numeral  frame,,  67 

J.  L.  Hammett,  erasers  and  supplies 12  15 

A.  W.  Danforth,  books  for  teachers’  desks,.  8 30 
A.  W.  Danforth,  books  for  indigent  pupils,,.  29  17 
Wm.  H.  Willis,  books  for  indigent  pupils,.  , ^ >5 

C.  A.  Cole,  books  for  indigent  pupils, 4 7^ 

S.  M.  Hall,  mason  work  at  Union  Hall,.  ...  2J  79 

Bancroft  & Temple,  stock  and  labor  on  re- 
pairs,   12  87 

Wendell  Bancroft,  stock  and  labor  on  repairs  33  25 

N.  W.  Broad,  “ 14  76 

Daniel  Creesy,  ’’’’  22  22 

W.  M;  Phillips,  “ “ 5 99 

Amos  Mclntire,  contract  for  painting  High 

School, 60  00 

M.  E.  Nichols,  contract  for  painting  Union 

Hall, 1 19  88 

Amos  Mclntire,  extra  painting, 5 00 

J.  H.  Wentworth,  repairs  on  pumps, 2 50 

D.  Lothrop  & Co.,  30  copies  Little  Folks^ 

Reader,  one  year, 12  60 

D.  Lothrop  & Co.,  books, 26  25 

Estes  & Lauriat,  dictionary, 8 50 

T.  Littlefield,  stoves, sundries  and  repairs,.  . 67  15 

G.  O.  Batchelder,  rent  of  Main  Street  school 

lot,  1879, 5 o® 

Citizens^  Gas  Co.,  gas  at  High  School, 10  50 

Cummings^  express,  expressage, 3 60 

H.  G.  Kittredge,  cash  expended  for  postage,  i . 43 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$656  03 
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Amount  brought  forward $656  03 

J.  L.  Hammett,  globes, 28  00 

C.  F.  Brown,  dictionary, 8 40 

M.  E.  Nichols,  setting  glass, i 10 

C.  A.  Loring,  setting  glass 35 

Total  amount  expended, $693  88 

Unexpended, 9 72 

$703  60 

Receipts  ; 

Appropriation, $700  00 

From  L.  B.  Smith  (Abbott),  gas  consumed  at  High 

School  in  1879, 3 

For  books  furnished  pupils, 6o 

$703  60 


' ' 
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Town  Warrant. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  M ASSACHUSE'ITS. 
MIDDLESEX,  SS. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Toimi  of  Readmg^ 

GKEETIXG: 

In  the  name  oF  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
•yon  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Heading,  qualified  to  vote  in  elec- 
tions and  tow  n affairs,  to  meet  in  Lyceum  Hall,  in  said 
Heading,  on  Monday,  the  fieih  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
3880,  at  9 o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  act  on  the  follow- 
ing articles,'  viz.: 

Article  1.  To  choose  a moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  report  of  the  Aud- 
itors, Treasurer  and  Collector,  Selectmen,  Assessors, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  School  Committee,  Hoad  Com- 
missioners, Engineer.?  of  the  Eire  Department,  Trustees 
of  ^he  Public  Library,  Trustees  of  the  Cemetery,  and 
other  Committees. 

Art.  3.  To  see  if  the  town  will  revoke  its  accept- 
ance of  the  provisions  of  the  158th  chapter  of  the  laws 
of  this  State,  enacted  in  the  year  1871,  and  abolish  the 
Board  of  Hoad  Commissioners,  chosen  and  constituted 
under  said  law,  or  what  they  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Art.  4.  To  choose  a Town  Clerk,  Selectmen,  As- 
sessors, Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Treasurer,  Collector, 
two  School  Committee  for  three  years,  one  Hoad  Com- 
missioner for  three  years,  and  all  other  necessary  town 
officers. 
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Ai?t.  5.  To  SCO  if*  the  town  will  erect  and  maintain 
street  lights,  at  the  corner  of*  Elliott  and  Cireen.  Parker 
and  Pleasant,  Minot  and  Main,  ]\Iain  and  Summer, 
Snmmer  and  AValnnt,  Summer  and  Hopkins,  AVashing- 
ton  and  Pi*escott,  Lowell  and  Linden,  Linden  and  Mt. 
A^ernon  streets,  near  junction  of  Lowell,  Sanborn  and 
Highland  streets,  and  on  the  Hancock  E.igine  House, 
or  what  they  will  do  in  relation  thei'eto. 

Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  build  a ci:stern  on 
High  street,  neai*  the  residence  of  E.  A.  Hyde,  and  at 
or  near  the  corner  of  Snmmer  and  AValnut  streets,  and 
how  much  money  they  will  raise  and  aj)j)ropriate  for 
that  purpose. 

Ai:t.  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  place  flagstones, 
across  Llaven  street,  from  AVillis’  drug  stoi‘e  to  King- 
man’s  coiner,  and  from  Kingman's  corner  across  Alain 
street  to  a point  near  the  residence  of  Edwin  Alanning, 
and  how  much  money  they  will  raise  and  appropi*i:de 
therefor. 

Art.  8.  To  see  what  action  the  town  wdll  take  in 
regard  to  needed  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  Alms- 
house. 

Art.  9.  To  see  wdiat  action  the  towm  wdll  take  for 
the  protection  of  the  records,  and  other  property  in  the 
fowm  office,  from  fire. 

Art.  10  To  determine  how  much  money  the  towui 
will  raise  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  how  much  for 
incidental  school  expenses  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  11.  To  determine  how  much  money  the  tow  n 
will  raise  for  the  repair  of  highways  and  bridges  the 
ensuing  yeai*,  and  how  the  same  shall  be  expended. 

Art,  12  To  determine  how  much  money  the  town 
will  raise  for  defra^dng  the  expenses  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  13.  To  see  how  much  money  the  town  will 
raise  for  street  lights  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  14.  To  determine  how  much  money  the  town 


will  raise  foi*  the  siip})ort  of  the  Public  Library  the  en- 
suing year. 

Akt,  lo.  To  see  hoAV  much  money  the  town  will 
raise  for  iiiiprovements  in  the  cemetery  the  ensuing 
year. 

Aut.  1().  To  see  how  much  money  the  town  will 
i*aise  to  ])ay  the  interest  on  the  town  debt. 

Akt.  17.  see  how  much  money  the  town  will 
raise  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  ensuing 
year,  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

Ak'  . 18.  To  determine  how  much  money  the  town 
will  raise  foi*  the  repair  and  decoration  of  soldiers  graves. 

Art.  19.  To  see  how  much  money  the  town  will 
raise  to  keep  the  Old  South  clock  running,  the  ensuing 
year,  or  what  they  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  instruct  the  Town 
Clerk  to  cause  all  books  of  recdrd  belonging  to  the 
town,  the  covers  of  which  have  become  injured  by  use, 
to  be  rebound  and  properly  lettered. 

Art.  21.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in 
regal'd  to  exempting  the  property  of  the  Boston  and 
Maine  Kailroad  from  taxation  for  a term  of  years,  or 
abating  the  taxes  assessed  on  the  same,  provided  they 
will  remove  their  car  and  machine  shops  from  Lawrence 
to  Reading. 

Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  a night 
police,  or  what  they  will  do  in  relation  thereto. 

Art.  23.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in 
regard  to  framing  and  adopting  a code  of  by-law^s. 

Art.  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  define  the  duties 
of  the  Auditors,  or  do  anything  in  relation  thereto. 

Akt.  25.  To  determine  the  compensation  of  the 
Collector  of  taxes,  and  other  town  officers,  or  take  such 
action  in  the  matter  as  they  shall  deem  expedient. 

Art*  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  change  the  name  of 
Summer  street  to  Summer  Avenue. 
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Art.  27.  I’o  see  Aviuit  instructions  the  town  will 
give  the  Assessors  and  Collector. 

A^t.  28.  To  see  if  the  town  Avill  authorize  their 
Treasurer  to  hire  money  under  the  direction  of  the 
Selectmen,  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 

Art.  29.  To  see  for  what  purpose  the  toAvn  will  ap- 
propriate the  money  received  for  dog  licenses. 

Art.  30.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  list  of  Jurors  pre- 
pared by  the  Selectmen. 

Art.  31.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  report  of  the  Koad 
Commissioners,  on  laying  out  a town  way  from  Main 
street  to  Bancroft  Avenue. 

Art.  32.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  report  of  the  Boad 
Commissioners,  on  laying  out  a town  Avay  from  High 
street  to  the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad,  and  from  said 
railroad  to  Summer  street. 

Art.  33.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  report  of  the  Road 
Commissioners  in  relation  to  guide-posts. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Avar- 
rant,  AAuth  your  doings  therein,  to  the  ToAvn  Clerk,  at 
or  before  the  time  appointed  for  said  meeting. 

GiA^en  under  our  hands  this  tAventy-sixth  day  of 
March,  A.D.  1880. 

Joseph  L.  Pratt,  1 Selectmen 
James  Retd,  > of 

AYtlltam  J.  Holden,  j Reading. 

A true  copy. — Attest : AVilliam  L.  CroAve  Constable. 

Notice. — The  laA\^s  of  1879  having  conferred  upon  Avomen  the 
right  to  vote  for  school  committee,  makes  it  necessary  that  tlie 
names  of  persons  to  be  Amted  for  for  school  committee  should  be 
, on  a separate  ballot,  and  be  deposited  in  a separate  box. 
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